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DISCLAIMER: 
 
The information contained in this document is a guide only. Verification with original Local Laws, Acts, Planning 
Schemes and other relevant documents is recommended for detailed references.  The Shire of Lake Grace 
accepts no responsibility for errors or omissions. 
 
Copyright of this document belongs to the Shire of Lake Grace. It may not be sold or subject to any charges 
without the Shire’s written permission.  Apart from sales, the Shire freely permits copying, use and distribution 
providing the Shire of Lake Grace copyright is asserted and provided in this notice. 
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Shire President’s Report 
 

It is with pleasure that I present to you the Shire of Lake Grace 2019/2020 Annual Report. 

 

This year was exceptionally difficult and challenging from the previous years and it is my 

intention that this report will outline the activities of the Shire of Lake Grace.  Our hardworking 

staff and Council continue to work to fulfil their obligations to the highest standards with the 

use of limited resources.  While 2019/2020 was a productive year, it did not come without 

challenges: 

 

• another dry summer and limited rainfall during the winter time,  

• the issue of water has always been challenging particularly to our farmers,  

• the COVID-19 Pandemic brought some uncertainties to our lifestyle particularly with 

the closure of borders in its early stage, 

• very limited opportunity to complete various projects due to lack of resources 

particularly manpower 

 

The challenges proved to be difficult but with the dedication of the Senior Leadership team 

and staff of the Shire of Lake Grace, we were able to face the obstacles to work with the 

community and fulfil its obligations. 

 

Councillor Changes 

 

The following Councillor changes occurred in the Shire of Lake Grace: 

 

• Jeanette De Landgrafft resigned as Councillor (October 2007-May 2020) and Shire 

President (March 2016-May 2020) 

• Murray Stanton resigned as Councillor (October 2013-May 2020) 

• Peter Stoffberg resigned as Deputy Shire President (May 2020) 

• Len Armstrong elected by Councillors as the Shire President (May 2020) 

• Ross Chappell elected by Councillors as the Deputy Shire President (May 2020) 

• Shane Carruthers elected as a Councillor during the Extraordinary Election (October 

2020) 

• Benjamin Hyde elected as a Councillor during the Extraordinary Election (October 

2020) 

 

Staff Changes 

 

There were a number of senior leadership team changes that took place during 2019/2020: 

• Craig Elefsen, Manager Infrastructure Services from April 2020 

• Kevin Wilson, Manager Corporate Services from May 2020 

• Alan George, Chief Executive Officer from June 2020 

• Chris Paget, Deputy Chief Executive Officer from September 2020 

 



 

Major Projects 

 

The year 2019/2020 was eventful but challenging particularly the second half of the year when 
the COVID-19 Pandemic happened; it caught us all by surprise.  Even though the year was 
challenging, the Shire of Lake was able to deliver some projects that were initiated during the 
early period of 2019 (originally started late 2018): 
 

• Refurbishment of 10A Gum Tree Drive 

• Newdegate Football Club change rooms ceiling repairs 

• Installation of footpath leading to the Lake Grace Medical Centre and Lake Grace 

swimming pool, as well as installation of street lighting and picket fence 

• Installation of picket fence at the Lake Grace Visitor Centre 

• Construction of chemical storage facility at the Shire of Lake Grace Depot in Absolon 

Street 

• Drainage upgrade on various locations within the Shire of Lake Grace 

 

The lack of water plus the minimal rainfall we received during the winter months brought an 

enormous water shortage to the community.   

 

There was a shortage of gravel supply for maintenance due to restrictions and changes in 

environmental regulation.  Thank you to our farmers who offered, assisted, and indicated 

that the gravel supply from their properties can be utilised by the Shire. 

 

Events 

 

It is unfortunate that the planned activities and events for the year 2020 were cancelled due 

to the COVID-19 Pandemic and the emergence of social distancing.  The Federal and State 

governments issued very strict guidelines and directives and this made it so difficult to plan 

any events/activities within the shire.  A major event that was cancelled was the Annual 

Newdegate Field Day; and it is hoped that we can put this event back in the schedule in the 

near future. 

 

 

Finally, I would like to thank the senior leadership team, the staff and fellow Shire Councillors 

for their hard work and dedication over the past year.  It is indeed a challenging year and every 

contribution made to make the Shire of Lake Grace a fabulous place to live is very much 

appreciated. 

 

 

 

Len Armstrong 

Shire President 



 

 

 

COUNCILLORS AND THE EXECUTIVE TEAM 
 

 
 
Back row (Left to Right) MIS Craig Elefsen, Cr Shane Carruthers, Cr Peter Stoffberg, Cr Allan Marshall, MCS Kevin Wilson, Cr Ben Hyde  

 

Middle row (Left to Right) Cr Helen Steicke, Cr Debrah Clarke, Cr Roz Llloyd 

 

Front row: (Left to Right) DCEO Chris Paget, Shire Vice President Ross Chappell, Shire President Len Armstrong, CEO Alan George 

 

 

COUNCILLORS TERMS OF OFFICE 

 

Expiring October 2021 Expiring October 2023 

Cr Ross Chappell Cr Len Armstrong 

Cr Ben Hyde Cr Debrah Clarke 

Cr Allan Marshall Cr Roz Lloyd 

Cr Peter Stoffberg Cr Helen Steicke 

Cr Shane Carruthers  

 


