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Road Maintenance Grading 

For the month of February 2026 

Lake Grace Area Newdegate Area Lake King-Varley Area 

Road Name Graded 
(km) Road Name Graded 

(km) Road Name Graded 
(km) 

Griffin Reward Rd 3.80 Ardler Rd 10.79 Biddy Camm Rd 17.55 
Jarring South Rd 16.00 Biddy Buniche Rd 2.95 Broombush Flat Rd 14.09 
Mallee Hill Rd 8.99 Biddy Camm Rd 15.38 Kathleen Rd 7.79 
Naisbitt Rd 3.30 Buniche North Rd 13.60 Norseman Rd 24.00 
Old Lake Grace Rd 2.04 Dawson Rd 10.17 Pickernell Rd 19.80 
O'Neill Rd 3.80 Giles Rd 6.63 Smith Rd 4.96 
Treloar Rd 3.20 Grant Rd 5.64 Stennetts Lake Rd 4.30 
White Dam Rd 1.15 Lockhart Rd 10.24   
  Magenta Rd 23.88   
  Mallee Hill Rd 8.29   
  Morgan Rd 0.66   
  Nield Rd 8.13   
  Old Ravensthorpe Rd 34.82   
  Taylor Rd 11.00   
Subtotal 42.28 Subtotal 162.18 Subtotal 92.49 
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2025/26 Year-To-Date Grading by Month 

Year Month Lake Grace 
Area (km) 

Newdegate 
Area (km) 

Lake King-
Varley Area 

(km) 

Monthly 
Subtotal 

2025 

July  210.21   72.08   114.49  396.78  
August 134.11 148.09 91.60 373.80 

September 66.15 142.67 115.81 324.63 
October 0.0 64.37 0.0 64.37 

November 29.33 218.64 79.89 327.86 
December 77.34 220.51  143.76  441.61 

2026 

January  58.83  50.26   59.11  168.20 
February 42.28 162.18 92.49 296.95 

March     
April     
May     
June     

 To-Date 618.25 1,078.80 697.15 2,394.20 
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Monthly maintenance grading – Lake Grace area
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Monthly maintenance grading – Newdegate area
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Monthly maintenance grading – Lake King-Varley area
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Plant Maintenance 

Plant Acquisitions 

- 2025 Mitsubishi Pajero Sport. 

Plant Repairs 

Plant Plant Description Action 
PBAH04 2023 Cat 444 Backhoe 250 hour service. Repairs to steering 

system. 

PGRA08 2020 Cat 140 Motor Grader 250 hour service. Replace 4 grader tyres. 
Check heating fault. 

PGRA09 2024 John Deere 7670G 
Grader 

Replace 1 grader tyre. 

PLOD10 2025 Cat Front-End Loader 250 hour service. 

PROL11 2022 Cat CW34 Tyre Roller 500 hour service. 

Building Construction & Maintenance 

Capital 

- Nil. 

Maintenance 

Lake Grace 
- 3 Clark Ave. 
- 5 Banksia Pl. 
- 54a Bennett St. 
- 65a Bennett St. 
- Daycare. 
- Swimming Pool. 

Newdegate 
- Nil. 

Lake King 
- Public Toilets. 

Varley 
- Nil. 

Other 

- Nil. 
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Parks & Gardens Maintenance 

Lake Grace 

- General maintenance, gardening/mowing & tidying of gardens and 
parks. 

- Clearing away trees and branches from roads and verge dropped by 
the sand storm. 

Newdegate 

- General maintenance, gardening/mowing of the recreation grounds, 
parks and skate park. 

Lake King 

- Carried out general gardening, mowing and spraying to all parks 
and gardens. 

Varley 

- Carried out gardening maintenance and general maintenance, 
including spraying, mowing, raking of the town site, sports complex 
and cemetery for weeds. 

Pingaring 

- Nil. 



Information Bulletin – Infrastructure Services Report Shire of Lake Grace 
March 2026 Ordinary Council Meeting 

 
 

Customer Service Requests 

For the period of 1 July 2025 to 28 February 2026: 

 Category Complete Incomplete Total % 
Complete 

Works 43 10 53 81.1% 

Building 29 14 43 67.4% 

Parks & Gardens 15 0 15 100.0% 

Total 87 24 111 78.4% 

 

As compared to last month’s (1 July 2025 to 31 January 2026) figures: 

 Category Complete Incomplete Total % 
Complete 

Works 37 9 46 80.4% 

Building 25 12 37 67.6% 

Parks & Gardens 9 2 11 81.8% 

Total 71 23 94 75.5% 

 



 
 

Lake King Progress Association 
 

MINUTES  
General Meeting 

Tuesday 17th February 2026 
 

 
• Meeting open- 7.16pm 

 
• Present: Lindsay Brownley, Rachel Hardey, Cindy Nicholls, Dom Daly, Kaye 

Brownley, Rachael Winyard, Louise Teale, Michael West, Jo Brooks, Jason 
Sugg, Roz Lloyd, Alan George, Steve Hunt, Phil Burgess, David Roberts 
 

• Apologies: Len Armstrong, Kylie Sugg 
 

• Previous minutes from General Meeting 15th October 2025 accepted as 
true and correct by Rachel Hardey, seconded Kaye Brownley 

 
• Business arising from previous meeting 

1. Tractor Museum- tractor rake removed.  
2. Stamp Battery- well attended public unveil. Plans for the next step, 

committee discussing with Kevin Penny. 
3. Town entry signs- Lousie & Rachael met with Steve Byrnes Mainraods: very 

supportive. Application for 3 signs to go to Main Roads, 1 sign application to 
Shire. 

4. Lake King Christmas Tree- casual event, small numbers but enjoyable 
evening. 
 

• President’s report- see attached 
 

• Treasurer’s report – see attached (3 months) considering investing barley 
income into a term deposit to earn interest. 

“$150,000 invested in a new term deposit for 8months” Moved by Rachael 
Winyard, seconded Cindy Nicholls.  
-$875 profit off the number plates sales, to be donated to St Johns.  

 
• Councillor’s report- NA 

 
• Shire report – Alan George (CEO) and Phil Burgess (Works/Infrastructure) 
Fire officers and FCO’s did an amazing job during the Dunn Rock fires. Debrief 
well attended and hopefully some positive changes will come from it. Pavillion 
grant still in motion- business plan ready, will keep updated. RV dump at public 
toilet’s has water connected next week. Toilets at the tavern are being 
upgraded as they keep overflowing. New water tank going in for emergence 



services, next to current ones at tractor museum. Recent structural engineer 
report of Town Hall needs to be located by Shire. Bicentennial Park will have 
grass/turf going in in the next 2-3 weeks, retic and water tank. 

 
• Correspondence In 

17/10 M Hewson- town entry signs 
22/10 LG shire- Christmas lights 
23/10 R Sutherland- emergency services update 
31/10 J Barr- invoice 
1/11 K Penny- hatters hill article 
3/11 Community Spirit 
 K Penny – invoice 
4/11 ATO  
7/11 J Barr – invoice 
12/11 LG Shire- hall booking form 
25/11 LG Shire – hall booking 
 LG shire – hall works update 
26/11 LG Shire – invoice 
28/11 R Winyard – church insurance 
30/11 J Barr – invoice 
3/12 LG Shire – hall works update 
12/12 LK roadhouse - invoice 
16/12 S Byrne- main roads 
23/12 LG Shire - remittance 
31/12 J Barr – invoice 
3/1 CBH – invoice 
 Nutrien - invoice 
6/1 LG Shire – Australia day awards 
13/1 J Sugg – CBH 
 S Byrne – Main roads 
 LKPA committee – Australia day awards 
 LK Roadhouse – Australia Post grants 
14/1 LG Shire – Australia day awards 
21/1 K Penny- LG tourism banners 
24/1 K Penny – 100 years  
1/2 Tavern - invoice 
2/2 A West – BBQ trailer hire 
3/2 Nutrien – invoice 
 LK Community – citizenship flyer 
 S Byrne – main roads 
 M Iffla – invoice 
6/2 S Byrne – main roads 
 J Barr – invoice 
 K Penny – tourism video 
9/2 J Sugg – CBH invoice 
 CBH – fees 
13/2 R Winyard – treasurers reports 

 
• Correspondence Out 

18/10 M Hewson – town entry signs  
20/10 LK Community- minutes 
3/11 LG Shire – reply hall works 
 K Penny - invoice 



4/11 Community Spirit  
 S Byrne – main roads 
11/11 Varley Progress – arts invoice  
12/11 LG Shire – hall booking 
19/11 LK Community – Christmas tree flyer 
27/11 R Winyard – hall booking invoice 
13/1 LG Shire – Australia Day awards 
 LK roadhouse – Australia post grants 
 LKPA committee – Australia day awards 
22/1 LK 100 year committee – K Penny, tourism banners 
26/1 LKPA – K Penny, 100 year ideas 
1/2 100 year committee – K Penny, 100 year info  
 LG Shire – meeting dates 
2/2 A West – bbq trailer booking  
 LK community – meeting flyer 
7/2 S Byrne – main roads 
 K Penny- reply 
13/2 K Penny – reply 
14/2 100 year committee - K Penny info 
 LKPA committee- agenda items 
15/10 LK Community/Shire Lake Grace- meeting minutes & agendas 
  

• General business 
- 100 Year committee- mural ideas (small one on the shop, large free 

standing historical one to be displayed somewhere) Rachel: send 
notebooks out with list of questions. Emma Jones will look at a 
website for us. Further discussion with committee. 

- Tourism update- Kevin Penny; tourism banners and roe tourism art 
guide. 

- Community Crop- Jason Sugg; Good 2025 crop, excellent prices. 
Thanks to Macintosh for Harvest and seeding McLeans and Brooksie. 
Chirs Cromer may come to do spraying with a prototype.  

- Anzac Service: Saturday 25th April, school happy to be involved again.  
- Rubbish Tip- Jason Sugg/ Phil Burgess; Shire to get gates and fencing 

installed. Locks and fees for users? Sims scrap Metal also contacted to 
come in and take scrap away. Working Progress but is a Shire priority.  

- Jo Brooks: LK Church will be used by local Afrikaans community for a 
monthly service. 

- Tractor Museum: Lindsay Brownley to organise buy bee to put 
machinery into shed for display. Discuss with Kevin Penny site for 
stamp battery. 

- CBH site: Jason Sugg; road issues with lake king CBH site, speed zone 
is 110. Possible other access, Shire is aware and have been 
approached by CBH. 

- Jo brooks; New land /housing opportunities? Shire extremely limited 
in this process, red tape and no land available for release.  
 

• Next LKPA Finance and General meeting date – Wednesday 1 April 2026, 
finance applications to be received no later than 4th May 2026 (4 Weeks 
prior). 

       
• Meeting closed 8:11pm 



 

 
 

Lake Varley &  
Districts Progress Association 

General Meeting Minutes 
24th February 2026 

 

Meeting Opened: 7.34pm 

 

Present: CEO Alan George, Cr Len Armstrong, MIS Phil Burgess, Cr Benjamin Hyde, 

President Cr Grant Robins, EMCS Taryn Scadding, Sarah Mudge, Melissa Atkins, Tristan 

Cornwall, Nicola Slabbert, Clare Hyde, Graeme Atkins, Carla Hyde, Cameron Mudge, 

Naomi Cornwall, Niall Watson, Karen Watson 

 

Apologies: CEO Alan Leeson, Sue-Anne Naughton, Cindy Nicholls, Bennie Slabbert, Brent 

Hyde, Colin Tapper, Jim Sullivan, Margaret Sullivan 

 

Presentation & Endorsement of Previous Minutes:  

Emailed to affiliated clubs and community members. A copy is tabled. 

Moved by Melissa Atkins                     Seconded by Graeme Atkins 

 

 Lake Grace Shire Report (CEO Alan George)- 500 000 tonnes of gold ore is to be 

carted on Frenchs Road.  

 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 

 Clare Hyde (Pavilion maintenance)- Clare emailed the Lake Grace Shire and didn’t 

receive a response. The glass on the door has been fixed. The battery is still red with 

an error. Carla has made maintenance reports as well. Alan stated there has been no 

maintenance done over the last month or two. Due to Varley’s location it is extremely 

hard to get anyone out here. After the last meeting Clare’s list was taken back to the 

girls and they started working through it. The Lake Grace Shire couldn’t get anyone 

to do the job. Clare would like an acknowledgement saying the Shire is trying to get 

maintenance people.  

 

Presentation & Endorsement Finance Report: 

Moved by Tristan Cornwall               Seconded by Graeme Atkins 

  

Presentation & Endorsement Correspondence: 

Incoming letters/email to be read. 

 

Moved by Melissa Atkins                   Seconded by Carla Hyde  

 

Business Arising from Correspondence: 

Nil 

 

 

 

 



Reports: 

 Lake Grace Shire –   

            Cr Len Armstrong- Cr Len Armstrong presented Varley Citizen of the Year Award to      

            Carla Hyde. 

 

 CEO Alan George- Phil our new Manager of Infrastructure and Services started in 

December. Production and carting of gold ore hasn’t started yet. We had a meeting 

with the Community Relations Manager and they are keen to spend money. It’s been 

decided after discussions with the Shire of Kondinin CEO we’re going to push to get 

Carstairs Road and Frenchs Road sealed. The annual cost to maintain the roads is 

about $450 000 a year to keep it up to the required standard. The Shires are going to 

get costings to get it done. The Community Relations Manager is also interested in 

supporting communities and how we decide to do it. Alan gave an example of an 

empty building in Varley that the Varley Progress Association may be interested in 

getting a community contribution for. Contact will be made. Gold ore production is 

12 months away. Budget will be done soon so ask for money. 

 

 MIS Phil Burgess- The Varley Tip is a shocker. Phil was hoping to get feedback from 

community members at the meeting about what to do with the tip. He got a quote for 

just under $7000 to clean it up as best as it can. Phil believes the tip should be closed 

as there are clearly no regulations. He will get it cleaned up first and close it off so the 

tip doesn’t get any worse. Will get the drum muster containers over to Lake King. 

Ideally the Lake Grace Shire would like to buy more land to dig more holes. 

Ratepayers could also be given a key to the tip to hopefully reduce waste. Jason from 

the Shire had a conversation with Colin Tapper. He discussed there is potential for 

everyone to be supplied with a bin that could be brought into town on rubbish day.  

            Phil thinks the town silos look amazing! 

 

 Kulin Shire –  

President Cr Grant Robins- Will be putting in an application for the Kulin-Holt Rock 

Road again this year through a different funding program. One of the problems is 

they’ve cut it back to $5 000 000 which is about 20km. If we are successful the Shire 

need to discuss which end the 20km of bitumen starts – it depends on where the traffic 

flows. Did discuss having a barbecue and a get-together to discuss the roads in the 

Winter time. Trying to secure the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight funding from the State 

Government. Aylmore Road was the next road that was due for funding. There has 

been vandalism at the Holt Rock standpipe. Someone has tapped in behind the meter 

to get water out of there and broken all the locks off. The Shire of Kulin are doing 

their preliminary budget so if any items or applications need to come in let them 

know. March is when they have their mid-year meeting. Congratulations to Carla on 

her award! The Shire of Kulin are still finishing off upgrading some of the older 

bitumen roads but the Varley North Road is still on the list. It depends on the funding 

going forward. 

 

 Cropping Committee –  

Cameron Mudge- Need to get together and have a chat about what’s happening this 

year. Crop got sprayed back in January. Will sell last 50% of barley - get it done.  

 

 Townscaping Committee –  

Carla Hyde- Maintenance. Carla has been on holidays. 

 

 Social Committee-  

Clare Hyde- The Varley Christmas Tree was great. No plans yet – watch this space. 

 



General Business: 

 Varley Rubbish Tip 

Was covered in the Lake Grace Shire Report. 

 

 New Blinds for the Pavilion 

Sarah Mudge- Blinds we have at the moment don’t do a lot. The curtains need 

updating. Alan stated that Sarah should get a quote and find out. Need to put in a 

submission. Sarah will get a quote for new blinds at the Northern end and kitchen and 

send it to the Shire of Lake Grace. 

 

 Building Committee 

            Graeme Atkins- Since the meeting when we formed the committee to look into the  

            housing in Varley two houses have been sold. Hopefully over time they will be tidied            

            up and occupied. With regards to the old shop we met with Barry and had a look      

            through the building. We thought it was sound and it would be suitable to become a  

            usable building. Cameron thought it would be a good idea for the museum to use it to  

            house some equipment that is currently outside now. Barry’s asking price was  

            $70 000. In discussions after meeting with him we thought $40 000 - $50 000 would  

            be more reasonable. It would depend if we have the enthusiasm to take it on as a  

            project. It would also depend on the Shire purchasing the building for the community.  

            If the Shire take it on your GST and stamp duty gets waived. 

           Alan suggested Varley Progress ask the Lake Grace Shire. At the moment Barry is not  

           pushing to sell the old shop because his gear will be in there for another 18 months. As  

           a community do we want to take charge of it and do something with it? The committee  

           don’t want to keep pushing and finding out information if we don’t have the backing  

           of the community. Need to have some idea of the costs involved to fix it up before we  

           do own it. There are three blocks there which gives potential. Cameron and Clare  

           suggested we could have a consultation about the building and interested community  

           members go and have a look through it. Then people could suggest ideas.  

 

Meeting Closed: 8.23pm 



 

 
Central Country 

Zone 
Minutes 

 
13 February 2026 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Hosted by the Shire of Corrigin 
24 Larke Crescent, Corrigin 

Commencing at 9:30am 
 

Tea/Coffee will be served from 9:00am
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ATTACHMENTS 
The following are provided as attachments to the Agenda: 
 

1. Item 7.4 – Main Roads WA Presentation 
2. Item 7.6 – Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage Presentation 

 
The full State Council Agenda can be found on the WALGA website. 
 
1. OPENING, ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES 
 
1.1. OPENING 
 
The Chair declared the meeting open at 9:35am. 
 
1.2. ATTENDANCE 
 

MEMBERS 2 Voting Delegates from each Member Council 
Shire of Beverley President Cr Dee Ridgway 
 Mr Stephen Gollan, Chief Executive Officer  
  
Shire of Brookton President Cr Rod Wallis 
 Cr Gary Crouch 
 Mr Gary Sherry, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Corrigin President Cr Sharon Jacobs 
 Cr Des Hickey (Chair) 
 Cr Heather Talbot, non-voting 
 Ms Natalie Manton, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Cuballing President Cr Adrian Kowald 
  
Shire of Dumbleyung President Cr Amy Knight 
 Mr Gavin Treasure, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting  
  
Shire of Kulin President Cr Grant Robbins 
 Cr Robbie Bowey 
 Mr Alan Leeson, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Lake Grace President Cr Len Armstrong 
 Deputy President Stephen Hunt 
 Mr Alan George, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Narrogin President Cr Leigh Ballard 
 Cr Clive Bartron 
 Deputy President Cr Graham Broad, non-voting 
 Mr Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Pingelly Deputy President Cr Peter Wood 
 Cr Bryan Hotham 

https://walga.asn.au/who-we-are/corporate-governance/state-council#AgendasAndMinutes
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 Mr Andrew Dover, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting  
  
Shire of Quairading Deputy President Cr Jo Hayes 
 Nic Warren, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Wagin President Cr Phillip Blight 
 Deputy President Cr Bryan Kilpatrick 
 Dr Kenneth Parker, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting  
  
Shire of Wandering President Cr Sheryl Little 
 Dr Alistair Pinto, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting  
  
Shire of West Arthur President Cr Karen Harrington 
 Deputy President Cr Duncan South 

 
Mr Rajinder Sunner, Manager Corporate Services, non-
voting 

  
Shire of Wickepin President Cr Julie Russell 
 Deputy President Cr Tyron Miller 
 Mr David Burton, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
  
Shire of Williams Nil  

 
GUESTS  
Main Roads WA Mr Mohammad Siddiqwui, Operations Manager  

Mr Ganesh Ganeshan, Operations Manager 
Regional Development 
Australia WA 

Mr Josh Pomykala, Director Regional Development 

Wheatbelt Development 
Commission 

Mr Rob Cossart, Chief Executive Officer 

CBH Group Mr Tim Roberts, Lead – Planning Approvals 
Department of Planning, 
Lands and Heritage 
(DPLH) 

Ms Janine Egan, Planning Director 
Ms Samantha Ferguson, Senior Policy & Project Officer 
Ms Sarah Cosstick, Principal Policy Planner 

Wheatbelt Secondary 
Freight Network (WSFN) 

Mr John Nuttall, Program Director 

  
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
Nil 
 
WALGA 
Mr Paul Kelly, Deputy President WALGA 
Ms Kathy Robertson, Manager Association and Corporate Governance 
Ms Sammy Jones, Member Services Executive Administrator 

 
1.3. APOLOGIES 
 

MEMBERS  
Shire of Beverley Deputy President Cr Alan Sattler 
Shire of Brookton Cr Tamara De Lange 
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Shire of Cuballing Deputy President Cr Rob Harris 
 Mr Chris Paget, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting  
Shire of Dumbleyung Deputy President Cr David Head 
Shire of Pingelly President Cr Jackie McBurney 
Shire of Quairading President Cr Trevor Stacey  
Shire of Wandering Deputy President Cr Alan Price 
Shire of West Arthur Mr Vin Fordham Lamont, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting 
Shire of Williams Cr Heidi Cowcher 
 President Cr Jarrad Logie 
 Mr Peter Stubbs, Chief Executive Officer, non-voting  

 
MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
Hon Sandra Carr MLC Member for Western Australia, Deputy Chair of Committees 
Hon Steve Martin MLC Shadow Minister for Transport; Ports; Communities 
Mr Peter Rundle MLA Member for Roe, Shadow Minister for Water; Sports and 

Recreation 
Mr Lachlan Hunter MLA Member for Central Wheatbelt 
Hon Sabine Winton MLA Minister for Education; Early Childhood; Preventative Health; 

Wheatbelt 
Mr Rick Wilson MP Member for O’Connor; Deputy Chair of Joint Standing 

Committee on Trade and Investment Growth 
 
2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST 
 
Nil. 
 
3. HOST COUNCIL PRESENTATION 
President Cr Sharon Jacobs, Shire of Corrigin, welcomed all delegates and guests and 
provided a verbal update on current projects and issues within the Shire. Her update 
included an overview of the Shire’s recent harvest achievements, improvements made to 
Town safety, successful grant funding for streetscape enhancements, and upgrades to the 
recreation centre, including the improved reticulation at the oval. 
 
President Cr Sharon Jacobs then presented a video slideshow showcasing key attractions 
and features of Corrigin. The presentation highlighted the Dog Cemetery, the Wildflower 
Drive, Gorge Rock Reserve, various town streetscapes, aerial views of Corrigin Centre, and 
other notable local sights. 
 
4. ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
Nil. 
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5. GUEST SPEAKERS / DEPUTATIONS 
 
All Deputations have a time limit of 20 minutes, which includes time for questions. 
 
5.1. SPEAKERS FOR THE FEBRUARY ZONE MEETING 
 
5.1.1. DEPARTMENT OF LANDS, PLANNING AND HERITAGE 
The Department of Lands, Heritage and Planning (DPLH) attended at 11:00am to present 
on the Draft Renewable Energy Code, details of the presentation can be found below at 
item 7.6. 
 
Noted 
 
5.2. SPEAKERS FOR THE APRIL ZONE MEETING 
 
The Zone has received three requests for presentations at the April Zone meeting in 
Cuballing. 
 
NBN 
Ms Bethany Findlay, Regional Development and Engagement Manager at NBN has 
requested to present at a future meeting of the Zone. Ms Findlay advised the best month 
for NBN to attend would be April.  
 
TELSTRA 
Mr Boyd Brown, Regional General Manager of Telstra has requested to attend an 
upcoming meeting of the Zone. Upon reviewing the dates for the 2026 Zone meetings, 
Mr Brown has requested to attend the April meeting in Cuballing. 
 
Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS) 
WALGA has been approached by a representative from the Australian Bureau of Statistics 
(ABS) requesting support for a deputation to Zones to facilitate a targeted, Elected 
Member/CEO-focused discussion on the Australian Census. The ABS is seeking insight on 
local community considerations, participation challenges, and how Census engagement 
can be strengthened across Western Australia. 
 
This proposal recognises that councillors have distinct responsibilities, insights, and 
perspectives that extend beyond operational Census delivery. CEOs and Elected members 
will also have the opportunity to explore how Census data supports council planning, 
advocacy, and service delivery, while helping shape future engagement approaches. The 
session is designed to be practical, collaborative, and responsive to the priorities and 
experiences of Local Governments. 
 
The session would be framed as: “We are here to listen — what would you like to ask, know, 
or see changed?”, focussing on: 

• Elected-member perspectives 
• Local challenges and insights 
• Improvement and change 
• Value for Local Governments 
• Strengthened collaboration 
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RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Karen Harrington 
Seconded: President Cr Adrian Kowald  
 
That the Central Country Zone approve the following deputations for the April 2026 Zone 
meeting: 
1. NBN 
2. Telstra; and 
3. the Australian Bureau of Statistics (ABS). 

CARRIED 
 

5.3. SPEAKERS FOR THE JUNE ZONE MEETING 
 
Water Corporation  
The Executive Officer has been liaising with the Water Corporation to request their 
attendance at a 2026 Zone meeting. Mr Adrian Stewart, Regional Manager, Great Southern 
Region has indicated that they would like attend either the June or August meeting this 
year. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: Cr Robbie Bowey 
Seconded: Deputy President Cr Bryan Kilpatrick 
 
That the Central Country Zone approve the Water Corporation to attend and present at 
either the June or August 2026 Zone meeting. 

CARRIED 
 
6. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
 
Any Members of Federal and State Government in attendance are invited to provide a brief 
update on matters relevant to the Zone. No Federal or State Government Members were in 
attendance at the meeting. 
 
 
Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Network 
Prior to commencing with Agency Reports, Zone Chair Cr Des Hickey invited Mr John Nutall, 
Program Director from Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Network (WSFN) to provide an update 
on the recent State Government funding decision.  
 
The WSFN is a jointly funded program between Commonwealth, State and 42 Wheatbelt 
Local Governments working together to strategically improve the regional road freight 
safety and efficiency across the key transport routes that support the region’s major 
industries. 
 
Recently, the State Government opted not to include WSFN on their short list for funding 
as part of the next State budget. WSFN have reached out to the Minister for Transport, 
Hon Rita Saffioti MLA for a meeting, and has started the process of speaking with the 
Federal Government to confirm their funding commitment.  
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Mr Nutall took questions and suggestions from the floor on this matter. Item 9.1 below 
relates to this issue. 
 

7. AGENCY REPORTS 
 
7.1. DEPARTMENT OF LOCAL GOVERNMENT, INDUSTRY REGULATIONS AND 

SAFETY 
 
The DLGIRS report was attached to the Agenda. 
 
Noted 
 
7.2. WHEATBELT DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 
Mr Rob Cossart, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Mr Cossart provided a verbal report to the Zone. 
 
Noted 
 
7.3. REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT AUSTRALIA WHEATBELT 
Mr Josh Pomykala, Director Regional Development  
 
The RDA Wheatbelt report was attached to the Agenda. 
 
Noted 
 
7.4. MAIN ROADS WESTERN AUSTRALIA 
Mr Mohammad Siddiqui and Mr Ganesh Ganeshan, Operations Managers 
 
Mr Siddiqui and Mr Ganeshan provided a presentation to the Zone. A copy of this 
presentation is attached. (Attachment 1) 
 
Noted 
 
7.5. CBH GROUP 
Mr Tim Roberts, Lead – Planning Approvals 
 
Mr Roberts provided a verbal report to the Zone. 
 
Noted 
 
The meeting broke for a brief ten-minute break at 10:50am. 
 
The meeting returned at 11:02am.  
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7.6. DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING, LANDS AND HERITAGE  
Ms Janine Egan, Planning Director, Ms Samantha Ferguson, Senior Policy & Project Officer, 
and Ms Sarah Cosstick, Principal Policy Planner 
 
The Department of Lands, Heritage and Planning (DPLH) attended the Zone meeting to 
present on their recently released draft Renewable Energy Planning Codes. The DPLH 
presented over a period of 75 minutes and took several questions from the Zone Members. 
A copy of the presentation is attached. (Attachment 2) 
 
The DPLH encouraged all Local Governments to make a submission online: Renewable 
Energy Planning Code | Have Your Say, WA! before the submission closure on 10 April.  
 
Further information on the code can be found on the Departments website: Draft 
Renewable Energy Planning Code . The Department also welcome questions via email to: 
renewableenergyplanning@dplh.wa.gov.au  
 
Noted 
 
8. MINUTES 
 
8.1. CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES FROM THE CENTRAL COUNTRY ZONE 

MEETING HELD 21 NOVEMBER 2025 
 
The Minutes of the Central Country Zone meeting held on 21 November 2025 have 
previously been circulated to Delegates. The Minutes were attached to the Agenda. 
 
Delegates raised two corrections for the 21 November Minutes. These will be addressed 
and the Minutes re-circulated to the Zone. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Dee Ridgway 
Seconded: President Cr Karen Harrington 
 
That the Minutes of the meeting of the Central Country Zone held on 21 November 2025 be 
confirmed as a true and accurate record of the proceedings after correction to the 
following points: 
1. In the attendance list Cr Tyron Miller is listed as both attending and an apology, Cr 

Tyron Miller was an apology. 
2. In item 10.3 the wrong delegate was stated as pulling the name out of the hat for the 

tie break, this is to be amended to President Cr Rod Wallis. 
 
 
           CARRIED

https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/draft-renewable-planning-code
https://haveyoursay.dplh.wa.gov.au/draft-renewable-planning-code
https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/draft-renewable-energy-planning-code
https://www.planning.wa.gov.au/draft-renewable-energy-planning-code
mailto:renewableenergyplanning@dplh.wa.gov.au
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8.2. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES OF THE CENTRAL COUNTRY ZONE MEETING HELD ON 21 NOVEMER 2025 
 

Item Number & Name Resolution Action 
9.6.1 Cost Shifting Compliance 
Report Project Update 

That the Central Country Zone: 
1. resolve to action each Position as follows: 

a. Position 1 be referred to State Council 
for consideration as a WALGA 
Advocacy Position.  

b. A letter be sent to the Minister for 
Mines and Petroleum in relation to 
Position 2. 

c. Position 3 to be dealt with as a 
separate issue given recent 
communications with the Office of the 
Auditor General. 

d. Position 4 be amended to remove the 
reference to the Financial Assistance 
Grants, to read: “The Australian 
Government increase the support to 
Local Governments in rural, remote 
and very remote locations that are 
providing funding, sourced through 
their rates, to attract and retain 
general practitioners.”  

2. supports sharing a copy of the report with the 
other Wheatbelt Zones (Avon-Midland and 
Great Eastern Country Zones), seeking their 
support for the four Positions. 

3. Supports sharing a copy of the report with the 
Standing Committee on Regional 
Development, Infrastructure and Transport’s 

Resolution 1(a) is for Position 1 to be referred 
to State Council for consideration as a 
WALGA Advocacy Position. At the December 
2025 meeting, State Council resolved to refer 
this item to the Policy Portfolio for 
consideration and appropriate action. 
 
Resolution 1(b) resolved for a letter to be sent 
to the Minister for Mines and Petroleum, Hon 
David Michael. A letter was prepared and 
sent to Hon David Michael on 19 December 
2025 and a response was received on 5 
January 2026 to advise that as this is a 
matter within the remit of the Minister for 
Local Government, the letter has been 
forwarded to Hon Hannah Beazley. A copy of 
this letter was attached to the Agenda. 
 
Resolution 1(d) requested an amendment 
within the original report. The amendment 
has been actioned and an updated copy of 
the report is attached. A copy of this updated 
report was attached to the Agenda. 
 
Resolution 2 resolved to share a copy of the 
report with the other Wheatbelt Zones 
(Avon-Midland and Great Eastern). This has 
been actioned. 
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new Inquiry into Local Government Funding 
and Fiscal Sustainability. 

 

Resolution 3 resolved to share a copy of the 
report with the Standing Committee on 
Regional Development, Infrastructure and 
Transport’s new Inquiry into Local 
Government Funding and Discal 
Sustainability. A cover letter and copy of the 
report were submitted on 22 December 2025. 
A copy of the cover letter was attached to 
the Agenda. 
 

10.1 Wheatbelt Regional 
Crematorium 

That the Central Country Zone: 
1. support the Avon-Midland Country Zone’s 

proposal in relation to the establishment of a 
regional Crematorium and Chapel; and 

2. join the Avon-Midland Country Zone in its 
advocacy efforts with State and Federal 
Governments for the investigation, planning 
and establishment of a regional Crematorium 
and Chapel. 

The Zone supported Avon-Midland’s proposal 
as is, except the preference that the new 
Crematorium and Chapel be located at the 
Northam Cemetery.  
 
The Executive Officer has contacted the 
Avon-Midland Country Zone Executive Officer, 
Robert Dew, to express the Central Country 
Zone’s support of the proposal. A copy of this 
correspondence was attached to the Agenda.  
 

10.5 Consideration of 
Correspondence to Minister for 
Local Government regarding 
Local Government Elections 

That the Central Country Zone write to the Minister 
for Local Government, Minister for Wheatbelt and 
Shadow Minister for Local Government stating the 
Zone’s opposition to compulsory voting and full 
Council elections every four years. 

Letters were sent to the Minister for Local 
Government, Minister for the Wheatbelt and 
Shadow Minister for Local Government in 
December, a copy of these letters was 
attached to the Agenda.  
 

10.6 Telstra Site Firebreaks That the Central Country Zone write to the Federal 
Minister for Communications raising the matter of 
bush fire mitigation in communications facilities in 
regional Australia. 

The Executive Officer wrote to the Federal 
Minister for Communications in December; a 
copy of this letter was attached to the 
Agenda. We are yet to receive a response.  
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10.7 Regulations Working Group That the Central Country Zone write to the Minister 
seeking that representation on the Regulations 
Working Group be extended to include two 
representatives from each local government band 
and include representation from both elected 
members and officers as well representation from 
remote and regional Western Australia. 
 

The Executive Officer wrote the Minister of 
Local Government; we are yet to receive a 
response. A copy of this letter was attached 
to the Agenda.  

 
Noted 
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8.3. BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE CENTRAL COUNTRY EXECUTIVE 

COMMITTEE MEETING HELD ON 3 FEBRUARY 2026 
 
The Central Country Zone Executive Committee met on 3 February 2026. A copy of the 
Minutes of the meeting was attached to the Agenda. Business arising from that meeting 
requiring Zone attention is listed below. 
 
8.3.1. STANDING INVITES FOR MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 
The Zone has a protocol of standing invites for all Members of Parliament within the Central 
Country Zone. The invites are sent out at the same time as the notice of meeting to 
Delegates, approximately two months prior to the meeting. 
 
Any MPs who attend a Zone meeting are given the opportunity to briefly address the 
meeting. 
 
MPs that currently receive a standing invite are as follows: 

• Hon Sandra Carr, MLC, Member for Western Australia, Deputy Chair of Committees 
• Mr Lachlan Hunter, MLA, Member for Central Wheatbelt, Shadow Minister for 

Agriculture and Food; Racing and Gaming. 
• Hon Steve Martin, MLC, Member for Western Australia, Shadow Minister for 

Transport; Ports; Communities. 
• Mr Peter Rundle, MLA, Member for Roe, Shadow Minister for Water; Sports and 

Recreation. 
• Hon Sabine Winton, MLA, Member for Wanneroo, Minister for Education; Early 

Childhood; Preventative Health; Wheatbelt. 
• Mr Rick Wilson, MP, Member for O’Connor; Deputy Chair of Joint Standing 

Committee on Trade and Investment Growth. 
 
The Executive Committee considered whether to continue the standing invite protocol as 
is for 2026 Zone meetings. 
 
The Executive Committee resolved to send personalised invites to the Members of 
Parliament listed above with the inclusion of all MLCs and Hon Stephen Dawson. These 
invites will be sent by the Executive Officer prior to each meeting. 
 
Noted 
 
8.3.2. ZONE STRATEGIC PRIORITIES 
 
In February 2024, the Zone endorsed the following strategic priorities: 
1. Challenges faced by Band 4 Local Governments relating to State/Federal 

Government services being provided by Local Governments together with Local 
Government compliance requirements.  

2. Essential Services – power, telecommunication and water.  
3. Housing 
 
These priorities were shortlisted from a longer list identified by the Zone during a strategic 
planning workshop in August 2023. 
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As it has been some time since both the workshop and the Zone’s endorsement of the 
priorities, the Executive Committee discussed reviewing these priorities with the Zone to 
ensure they are still accurate. 
 

During discussion it was decided that each Delegate would take this item to their Council 
to seek feedback on the current Strategic Priorities of the Zone. An item will be prepared 
for the April or June meeting to host a workshop prior to the meeting to establish these 
priorities. 
 
Noted 
 

8.3.3. FUTURE SPEAKERS FOR ZONE MEETINGS 
 
The Executive Committee discussed speakers who have requested or have been invited to 
attend upcoming Zone meetings. The details of these are as follows below. 
 
Auditor General 
The Auditor General, Ms Caroline Spencer, was originally confirmed to attend the February 
Zone meeting, however due to parliamentary requirements Ms Spencer was unable to 
attend. The Office of the Auditor General requested to meet with the Zone electronically. 
The Executive Committee requested that the Executive Officer approach the OAG again to 
request in person attendance. 
 
The Executive Officer spoke to the Office of the OAG and discussed attendance at any of 
the 2026 meetings and advised that there would not be the standard 20-minute time 
constraint provided to speakers, however the OAG has advised that they still cannot commit 
to any 2026 dates at this point in time. 
 
Noted 
 
HC Construction Services Pty Ltd 
WALGA was approached by HC Construction Services Pty Ltd requesting an opportunity to 
attend various Country Zone meetings to provide a deputation on how to navigate through 
the Disaster Recovery Funding Arrangement (DRFA).  
 
HC Construction Services is a WA based company specialising in project management, 
consultancy and construction delivery. HC is a WALGA Preferred Supplier and has worked 
with several Local Governments to manage disaster relief funding claims. This includes by 
way of road condition video using their internally developed RF Vid Assist system. 
 
The proposed presentation would include some tips, dos and don’ts, advice on pre disaster 
evidence requirements, and lessons learnt on three or four case studies where applicants 
have encountered problems. The presentation would also include information on how Local 
Governments can prepare a funding application, so they receive the maximum funding 
available in the event of a natural disaster. 
 
The Executive Committee discussed whether the topic of this presentation was of high 
priority for the Zone. Given there are already several presentations lined up for 2026, the 
Committee suggested that HC Construction only be invited to a future meeting if the 
agenda is lacking in deputations and time permits. 
 
Noted  
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9. ZONE BUSINESS  
 
9.1. WHEATBELT FREIGHT NETWORK SUBMISSION FOR FUNDING 
By Shire of Narrogin 
 
BACKGROUND 
The Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Network (WSFN) is overseen by a Steering Committee 
comprised of the representatives from the Wheatbelt North and Wheatbelt South Regional 
Road Groups, Main Roads Western Australia, the WA Local Government Association, 
Wheatbelt Development Commission and Regional Development Australia Wheatbelt. 
 
The Wheatbelt region produces 41 per cent of the State’s total gross value of agricultural 
production, worth $3.35 billion in 2015/16 (Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development 2018 Western Australia Gross Regional Product). 
 
According to the road safety statistics collated by the Western Australian Road Safety 
Commission, the Killed and Serious Injury (KSI) rate within the Wheatbelt Region of Western 
Australia is more than double the rate of any other region within the State. By upgrading 
the roads along these routes, safety of the roads will be increased as the geometry of the 
roads will be improved and through the increase in the size of vehicles used for the freight, 
the number of trucks on the road will be reduced. These will result in an improved in the KSI 
rate for the Region. 
 
COMMENT 
The application for continued funding of the WSFN did not make the final shortlist for 
consideration in the upcoming State budget, despite being supported and presented by 
Main Roads WA. Whilst the majority of the WSFN funding is provided by the 
Commonwealth, the commitment of the State is imperative to underwrite a funding request 
to the Commonwealth. 
 
The WSFN program is crucial for reducing transport costs and improving road user safety 
across the Wheatbelt. This is especially pertinent given the bumper harvest currently being 
delivered.  
 
All the Local Governments involved in the WSFN are very grateful for the funding provided 
to date. Significant progress has been made across hundreds of kilometres of Wheatbelt 
roads. It would be extremely disappointing should this unique program not continue to be 
funded and all of the progress (especially reducing the trauma of serious road accidents in 
statistically the worst region in Western Australia) be lost.  
 
The WSFN has been an extremely valuable program for the Shire of Narrogin and our 
growers and freight sector, delivering real improvements to road safety, access, and 
productivity across the agricultural supply chain. It would be deeply disappointing if this 
highly successful Commonwealth–State–Local Government partnership — one of the most 
effective regional road funding programs in a generation — could not be continued. 
 
Mr Dale Stewart, Chief Executive Officer of the Shire of Narrogin, wrote to Hon Rita Saffioti 
MLA, Minister for Transport, Sport and Recreation to encourage her to reconsider the 
decision not to shortlist the WSFN for funding. A copy of this letter was attached to the 
Agenda. 
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SECRETARIAT COMMENT 
Approximately 4,400km of roads across 42 Local Government areas have been identified 
as important parts of the industry supply chains in the Wheatbelt region. 
 
A program to upgrade prioritised sections of the road network was developed and has been 
progressively implemented since first funded by the Commonwealth and State 
Governments in 2019-2020. Nearly 1,100km of road improvements will be completed using 
the funding provided to date. 
 
There remains much work to do to provide a road network that will meet current and future 
industry and community needs. Financial support from the State and Commonwealth 
Governments is crucial to maintaining the program.  
 
Aligned, proactive support from all Local Governments in the region has been highlighted 
in previous WALGA advocacy with both State and Federal Governments and their 
Departments. The WALGA 2026-27 Federal Budget Submission seeks a commitment to 
further funding for the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Network.  
 
RECOMMENDATION  
 
That the Central Country Zone:  
1. Does not support the decision to not include continued funding of the Wheatbelt 

Secondary Freight Network in the upcoming State budget;  
2. Supports the Shire of Narrogin’s advocacy efforts to encourage Minister Saffioti to 

reconsider the decision;  
3. and Writes to Minister Saffioti on behalf of all Local Governments in the Zone asking 

for the Minister to reconsider. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Leigh Ballard 
Seconded: President Cr Dee Ridgway 
 
That the Central Country Zone: 
1. Requests the Minister for Transport, Hon Rita Saffioti MLA to review the decision to 

discontinue funding of the Wheatbelt Secondary Freight Network in the upcoming 
State Budget; 

2. Supports the Shire of Narrogin’s advocacy efforts to encourage Minister Saffioti to 
reconsider the decision; and 

3. Writes to Minister Saffioti on behalf of all Local Governments in the Zone asking for 
the Minister to reconsider and; 

4. Requests a meeting with Minister Saffioti and Minister for Regional Development, 
Hon Stephen Dawson MLC.  

 
CARRIED 

 
The meeting broke for a 30-minute lunch break at 12:30pm. 
 
The meeting resumed at 1:00pm.  
  

https://walga.asn.au/getmedia/f375b465-4950-4678-92f2-97fe9f7e538e/2026-27-WALGA-Federal-Budget-Submission-WEB.pdf
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Item 11.1 WALGA Presidents Report was brought forward to allow WALGA Deputy President 
Cr Paul Kelly to present this report. 
 
11.1 WALGA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
A copy of the WALGA President’s Report was attached to the Agenda. 
 
Deputy President Paul Kelly attended the meeting and spoke to this report on behalf of 
President Karen Chappel.  
 
Noted 
 
WALGA Deputy President Cr Paul Kelly left the meeting at 1:10pm and did not return. 
 
9.2. RENEWABLE ENERGY PLANNING CODE 
By Shire of Wagin 
 
BACKGROUND 
In December 2025, the State Government released the first part of the Draft Renewable 
Energy Planning Code.    
 
Part 1 of the code deals with wind farms. The remaining parts which deal with transmission 
lines, solar farms, and battery energy storage systems are yet to be published by the State 
Government.  
 
The State Government is requesting feedback on the code by 10 April 2026. WALGA will 
also be preparing feedback on behalf of Local Governments as a whole. WALGA is 
requesting feedback by 27 February 2026. 
 
The renewable energy transition will have a potentially significant impact for a portion of 
Central Country Zone Local Governments and the communities that Central Country Zone 
Local Governments’ serve. 
 
The consultation period on the draft Code represents an opportunity for the communities 
in regional Western Australia who will be most affected by the transition to advocate for 
better outcomes for our communities. 
 
A draft submission has been prepared below for the Zone's consideration. The draft 
submission is based on the draft submission prepared by the Shire of Wagin administration 
for the Shire of Wagin's Council's consideration. 
 
While this paper asks that Zone members endorse a Zone submission, it is equally 
recommended that Shire's take the opportunity to make a submission. 
 
COMMENT 
The draft submission makes ten recommendations across five topic areas: 
• Noise 
• Neighbouring landowner rights and setbacks 
• Construction 
• Bushfire and Aerial Fire Fighting 
• Decommissioning  
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Overall, the State Government's Draft Code provides a lower level of protection than that 
provided in other planning codes across Australia.   
 
ATTACHMENT 
• A copy of the draft submission on the Draft Renewable Energy Planning Code was 

attached to the Agenda. 
 
SECRETARIAT COMMENT 
WALGA recognises the potentially significant impacts that renewable energy developments 
may have on Local Governments and communities, including those in the Central Country 
Zone. WALGA notes the draft submission to the Renewable Energy Planning Code, and will 
take this into consideration as we prepare a submission to the State on behalf of the sector, 
to ensure the draft Code delivers positive outcomes for Member Local Governments, 
communities and industry. WALGA strongly encourages Local Governments to make their 
own submission on the draft Code by 10 April 2026 and provide feedback to WALGA to 
inform our sector submission by 27 February 2026. Council endorsed submissions are 
preferred.  
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Phil Blight 
Seconded: President Leigh Ballard 
 
That the Central Country Zone: 
1. Adopts the draft submission to the Draft Renewable Energy Planning Code; and  
2. Provides the submission to WALGA and the Western Australian Planning 

Commission.  
CARRIED 

 
9.3. MAIN ROADS WA SPEED ZONING POLICY 
By Shire of Kulin 

Background 
The Shire of Kulin has recently raised concerns directly with Main Roads Western Australia 
(MRWA) regarding the application of revised speed zoning on the eastern approach into 
Corrigin along Brookton Highway. 

In response, MRWA has confirmed that the removal of traditional speed transition buffers 
(for example, 110 km/h to 80 km/h to 50–60 km/h) is being implemented as a matter of 
State-wide policy, rather than as a legislative or regulatory requirement. This policy 
position reflects a broader shift in speed zoning practice and is now being applied across 
rural and regional Western Australia. 

The Corrigin eastern entry provides a clear and practical example of how this policy is being 
applied in a regional context. At this location: 
• the speed environment drops directly from 110 km/h to 60 km/h; 
• the reduced speed zone commences well outside the built-up area and within a 

clearly rural road environment; and 
• two separate “60 km/h Ahead” warning sign assemblies have been installed leading 

into the adjusted speed zone. 
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Issue 
From the Shire of Kulin’s perspective, the Corrigin example highlights several concerns with 
the current policy approach. 
 

The direct reduction from 110 km/h to 60 km/h does not align with driver expectation in a 
rural setting and is likely to result in low compliance. The absence of an intermediate 
80 km/h transition removes a graduated behavioural cue that historically assisted drivers in 
adjusting speed on town approaches. 
 

In addition, the installation of two “60 km/h Ahead” warning sign sets has increased 
roadside signage and associated installation and maintenance costs. This outcome 
appears counterintuitive when compared with a traditional arrangement that would have 
required only a single set of 80 km/h signs between the 110 km/h and 60 km/h zones. 
 

The Shire considers that these outcomes raise broader questions about whether the 
current policy is achieving its intended road safety objectives in rural and regional 
environments. 
 
Discussion 
While this matter has been raised initially by the Shire of Kulin, it is now being presented 
to the Central Country Zone to seek broader Local Government support and recognition 
that this is a systemic regional issue rather than an isolated location-specific concern. 
Zones have an established role in advocating on regional issues and providing direction to 
WALGA on matters of State-wide relevance to Local Government. Given the increasing 
application of this policy across regional WA, there is an opportunity for the Central 
Country Zone to seek WALGA’s assistance in engaging with MRWA at a policy level. 
 
Request to WALGA 
That WALGA, on behalf of the Central Country Zone, formally approach MRWA to request a 
review of the policy position relating to the removal of speed transition buffers on 
approaches to rural and regional townsites, with a view to adopting a more pragmatic, 
context-sensitive and evidence-based approach. 
 
SECRETARIAT COMMENT 
WALGA does not have a policy position on this issue. The Main Roads Speed Zoning Policy 
and Application Guidelines (currently under review) addresses Speed Zone Transitions in 
Section 4.4 and it is our understanding that Speed Zone Transitions will continue be 
addressed in similar fashion in the subsequent version of the Guidelines document. A Safe 
System approach to road safety supports aligning the speed limit to the associated 
environmental context and road infrastructure elements, but information on the road safety 
implications of intermediate speed limit signs versus speed reduction warning signs is not 
clear. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Grant Robbins 
Seconded: Cr Robbie Bowey 
 
That the Central Country Zone supports the Shire of Kulin and resolves to request WALGA 
to formally approach Main Roads Western Australia seeking a review of the policy-based 
removal of speed transition buffers across rural and regional Western Australia. 

           CARRIED 

https://www.mainroads.wa.gov.au/4a43c5/globalassets/technical-commercial/technical-library/road-and-traffic-engineering/traffic-management/speed-zones/speed-zoning-policy-and-application-guidelines.pdf
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9.4. 2026 REGIONAL STATE COUNCIL MEETING – SHIRE OF PINGELLY 
By Kathy Robertson, Zone Executive Officer 
 
The Zone has agreed to host the 2026 Country Regional State Council meeting. Following 
discussion and a vote at the November meeting, the Shire of Pingelly was agreed as the 
host Local Government. 
 
Since the November meeting, WALGA (on the suggestion of a State Councillor) has decided 
to swap the dates for the Country and Metropolitan Regional meetings for this year. That 
is, where it was previously advised that the meeting in Pingelly would be in September, it 
will instead be held in May. 
 
The Country Regional meeting is a two-day event, giving State Councillors plenty of time to 
network and interact outside of the boardroom. Pulling the event forward to May would 
give new State Councillors an opportunity to get to know their colleagues better, earlier in 
their term. 
 
Mr Andrew Dover, Chief Executive Officer at Pingelly, has confirmed that the Shire can host 
the meeting if it were to be moved to Wednesday, 6 to Thursday, 7 May. Preliminary plans 
are already underway with Pingelly. 
 
All Elected Members and senior officers from the Zone are invited to attend parts of the 
Regional meeting program. Zone Delegates in particular are strongly encouraged to attend. 
 
The key part of the program that requires Zone input is the Zone Forum. The Zone Forum is 
an initiative of State Council that aims to foster meaningful discussion and exchange of 
information between Zone members and State Councillors. Generally, the Forum goes for 
2-3 hours and includes presentations from each of the Local Governments within the Zone.  
 
Given that there are 15 Local Governments in the Central Country Zone, an alternative 
format may need to be considered. 
 
The last time the Zone hosted the Regional meeting back in 2015, the Zone Forum included 
presentations from the Zone Chair, Wheatbelt Development Commission and Regional 
Development Australia (RDA) Wheatbelt. The Great Southern Country Zone, which is of a 
similar size, hosted in 2023. Their Zone Forum included joint presentations from member 
Local Governments on specific topics (e.g. the Shires of Gnowangerup and Cranbrook 
presented on the Bush Fire Mitigation Activity Fund, the Shires of Broomehill-Tambellup 
and Kojonup presented on Planning Policy for Renewable Energy and the City of Albany 
gave an overview of the Albany Bicentennial).  
 
There will also be time in the program for a bus tour of Pingelly and surrounds, which is a 
great opportunity to show State Council firsthand any buildings, amenities or projects in 
the area.  
 
The Executive Committee considered the process for compiling a program for the Zone 
Forum at the last Committee meeting. It was decided to ask Zone Delegates to nominate 
some potential subjects or topics of presentations and based on these suggestions the 
Executive Committee will then compile a program and liaise with relevant Delegates and/or 
Local Governments. 
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RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Phillip Blight 
Seconded: President Cr Adrian Kowald 
 
That Zone Delegates provide suggested presentation topics to the Executive Officer by 
23 March for consideration and determination by the Executive Committee. 
           CARRIED 
 
9.5. 2026 LOCAL GOVERNMENT HONOURS AWARDS 
By Habiba Farrag, WALGA State Council Governance Officer 
 
The Honours Program recognises and celebrates the outstanding achievements and lasting 
contributions made by Elected Members and officers to their respective Local Government, 
the Local Government sector, WALGA and the wider community. 
 
There are five awards in the 2026 Program: 
1. Local Government Medal 
2. Life Membership 
3. Eminent Service Award 
4. Merit Award 
5. Young Achievers Award 
 
All Local Government Elected Members and officers are eligible for nomination for each 
award. 
 
Nominations are open now and will close at 5:00pm on Thursday, 2 April 2026. 
 
Further information about the 2026 Honours Program, including the nomination form and 
guidelines for preparing nominations, are available on the WALGA website. 
 
All awards will be presented later this year at the WALGA Local Government Awards event. 
More details about the event will be announced shortly. 
 
For more information contact Habiba Farrag, State Council Governance Officer, on 
9213 2050 or via email honours@walga.asn.au.  
 
Noted 
 
9.6. WATER MANAGEMENT DISCUSSION PAPER UPDATE  
By Rebecca Brown, WALGA Policy Manager Environment and Waste 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• WALGA has developed a Water Management in Western Australia Discussion Paper 

exploring issues for Local Governments in managing water resources.  
• To inform the Discussion Paper, WALGA undertook research and direct engagement 

with the sector and reviewed existing Water Advocacy Positions and feedback from 
WALGA Zones. 

• Based on this consultation, the Discussion Paper identifies water security and water 
efficiency as as key themes.  

• Feedback on the Discussion Paper will inform the development of a new water 
management advocacy position.  

https://walga.asn.au/who-we-are/corporate-governance/local-government-honours-program
mailto:honours@walga.asn.au
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• Zones and Local Governments are encouraged to provide comments to WALGA by  
12 March 2026.  

 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This item relates to WALGA Advocacy Positions 3.1.1 Service Delivery to Aboriginal 
Communities, 4.3 Clearing Permits and Water Licenses and Permits, 6.10 Public Open Space 
(POS) and 6.14 Planning for Water.  
 
ATTACHMENT 
• Water Management in Western Australia Discussion Paper  
 
BACKGROUND 
Local Governments contribute to the management of water through strategic planning, 
land management, development approvals, community behaviour change and, in some 
cases, direct water service provision. Local Governments’ role in water service provision 
includes drainage, water use and re-use and aspects of wastewater and sewerage services. 
The challenges for future water management are escalating across Western Australia due 
to population growth, climate change and increased competition for limited water 
resources. 
 
To inform the Discussion Paper WALGA reviewed its existing Water Advocacy Positions and 
motions, feedback from WALGA Zones and undertook research and direct consultation with 
the sector. Consultation included workshops with both metropolitan and non-metropolitan 
Local Governments, an online session with 40 officers focused on water security and 
efficiency and a regionally focused session with 30 Local Government representatives 
exploring the barriers to being waterwise in a regional setting. In addition, WALGA 
conducted 14 one-on-one interviews with officers from 22 metropolitan, regional and 
remote Local Governments to better understand key issues. Further insights were gained 
through meetings with officers from the Department of Water and Environmental 
Regulation and the Water Corporation, as well as internal discussions with WALGA. 
 
COMMENT 
From consultation and research WALGA has undertaken with Local Government, two key 
themes consistently emerged - water security and water efficiency.   

Water security relates to the reliable availability, adequate quantity and acceptable quality 
of water needed to support human health, economic development and environmental 
amenity. Issues identified include:  
• Infrastructure: Funding to repair and upgrade aging Local Government water 

infrastructure including irrigation, drainage and stormwater systems and to improve 
reliability of State-managed assets. 

• Alternative Sources: Diversifying water supply through non-traditional sources such 
as recycled water, stormwater harvesting, or desalination to support community 
assets. 

• Licensing: Reforming the current water licensing system, including equity, access and 
regulatory enforcement. 

• Access: Addressing barriers to equitable water access, particularly for regional and 
remote communities. 

• Use: Planning for water allocation and consumption across sectors. 
 
Water efficiency is focused on reducing unnecessary water loss through better practices, 
technologies and infrastructure. Issues identified include:  

https://walga.asn.au/getmedia/aca8e9cc-a5c8-421f-afa4-e15a92a2f500/Advocacy-Positions-Manual-(updated-19-September-2025).pdf
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Environment/Water-Management-in-Western-Australia-Discussion-Paper-11-25.pdf
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• Technology: Adopting waterwise technologies to enhance water efficiency.  
• Water Literacy and behaviour change: Increasing water literacy within Local 

Government and the community to support change management and adaptation 
within communities.  

• Water Sensitive Urban Design: Improving understanding to encourage the adoption 
of efficient technologies and design standards to reduce water consumption across 
public and private infrastructure. 

 
Local Governments across Western Australia are addressing water security and efficiency 
through various actions across strategic infrastructure planning, innovative water 
management practices and community awareness. A new Water Management Advocacy 
Position will ensure WALGA can effectively advocate on behalf of the sector in relation to 
this issue. The Discussion Paper includes options to address these issues and questions for 
the sector relating to each of the key areas.  
 
Feedback on the Discussion Paper will inform the development of a new water management 
advocacy position. All Zones and Local Governments are encouraged to provide comments 
to WALGA by 12 March 2026.  
 
Noted 
 
9.7. CONSULTATION ON DRAFT CLIMATE CHANGE ADVOCACY POSITION  
By Rebecca Brown, WALGA Policy Manager Environment and Waste 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• WALGA is undertaking consultation on a revised Climate Change Advocacy Position.  
• This Draft was developed following initial consultation, consideration by State Council 

in March 2025 and feedback from the Environment Policy Team of State Council.  
• Since WALGA’s current Advocacy Position and Policy Statement were endorsed in 

2018, there have been significant legislative, policy, technological and scientific 
changes. 

• An updated climate change advocacy position, which complements other WALGA 
advocacy positions, will provide a sound basis for WALGA’s advocacy.  

• WALGA is seeking Council endorsed feedback by 1 May 2026.  
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
This item is intended to replace WALGA’s 2018 Climate Change Advocacy Position and 
Policy Statement. 
 
ATTACHMENT 
The Consultation Paper is available online.  
 
BACKGROUND 
Climate change, and related legislation, policy and action, have implications for many 
aspects of Local Governments’ operations and services. More frequent and severe 
droughts, heatwaves, bushfires, extreme rainfall events and warming, rising sea levels are 
increasing the costs and complexity of delivering critical services, infrastructure and 
ensuring community wellbeing.  
 
In 2018,  State Council endorsed a Climate Change Policy Statement and advocacy position, 
following extensive sector consultation. Since this Advocacy Position was adopted there 
have been significant legislative, policy, technological and scientific changes, including:  

https://walga.asn.au/getmedia/aca8e9cc-a5c8-421f-afa4-e15a92a2f500/Advocacy-Positions-Manual-(updated-9-December-2025)-(ID-710161).pdf#page=86&zoom=100,92,314
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Environment/WALGA-Climate-Change-Policy-Statement-July-2018-(5).pdf
https://walga.asn.au/getmedia/6c346428-7ecd-4dea-b2c9-2696ad9ba92a/2026-Climate-Change-Advocacy-Position-Consultation-Paper.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Environment/WALGA-Climate-Change-Policy-Statement-July-2018-(5).pdf
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• The national Climate Change Act 2022 and the Western Australian Climate Change 
Bill 2023.  

• The Local Government Amendment Act 2023, which expanded Western Australian 
Local Governments’ general function to include planning for, and mitigating, the 
risks associated with climate change.  

• The release of the Australian Government’s National Climate Risk Assessment and 
National Adaptation Plan in 2025.  

• Escalation of the transition to renewable energy, uptake of electric vehicles and 
energy efficiency standards under the National Construction Code.  

• Climate science and projections (international, national and WA specific) have also 
become clearer regarding the risks posed by climate change and the need for action 
to address the consequential impacts.  

 
COMMENT 
It is important that the WALGA climate change advocacy position is updated to reflect these 
changes and the consequent needs and priorities of Local Governments. An updated 
climate change advocacy position, which complements other WALGA advocacy positions, 
will provide a sound basis for WALGA’s advocacy.  
 
Following initial consultation, consideration by State Council in March 2025 and feedback 
from the Environment Policy Team, WALGA has developed a revised, draft Climate Change 
Advocacy Position for Local Government feedback.  
 

WALGA Environment and Waste Team members will be attending Zone meetings in April 
2026 to support zone discussions on the draft Advocacy Position.  
 
WALGA is seeking Council endorsed feedback on the draft Climate Change Advocacy 
Position to be submitted to environment@walga.asn.au by COB Friday, 1 May 2026. 
 

Following consideration of this feedback a final draft advocacy position will be developed 
and provided to Zones and State Council for consideration, expected to be in July 2026.  
 

RESOLUTION 
 
Moved:  President Cr Phillip Blight 
Seconded: President Cr Dee Ridgway 
 
That the Central Country Zone: 
1. Reiterates its position resolved at the February 2025 Zone meeting that the WALGA 

Advocacy Position on Climate Change should be that: 
 

WALGA calls on the Australian and Western Australian Governments to:  
1.  provide the necessary climate leadership, coordination, and action to deliver 

a climate change response that improves and maintain quality of life for all 
Western Australians for generations to come 

2.  provide funding and resources and support to Local Government to enable 
local communities to respond to the effects of climate change  

 
2. Rejects any WALGA Advocacy Position or policy that binds or attempts to bind Local 

Governments to a course of action or actions; and 
3. Writes to all other WALGA Zones to advise them of the Central Country Zone’s 

position on matters 1 and 2 above. 
CARRIED 

 

https://www.acs.gov.au/pages/national-climate-risk-assessment
https://www.dcceew.gov.au/climate-change/publications/national-adaptation-plan
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/ar6/syr/downloads/report/IPCC_AR6_SYR_SPM.pdf
https://www.climatechangeinaustralia.gov.au/en/changing-climate/state-climate-statements/western-australia/
https://www.wa.gov.au/government/publications/western-australian-climate-projections-summary
mailto:environment@walga.asn.au
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9.8. DISASTER READY FUND 
By Rachel Armstrong, WALGA Policy Manager Emergency Management  
 
The Disaster Ready Fund (DRF) is the Australian Government’s key funding program to 
support projects that reduce disaster risk and strengthen community resilience.  
 
Round Four of the DRF is expected to open in March 2026 with approximately $200 million 
available nationally. A strong focus on construction-ready, infrastructure-based mitigation 
projects with clear risk reduction benefits is expected. This is similar to Round 3 which 
prioritised infrastructure-based projects such as flood levees, cyclone shelters, warning 
systems. A list of Round 3 projects funded is available at Disaster Ready Fund | NEMA). 
 
WALGA is providing early notice to Zones and member Local Governments to consideration 
of both individual and collaborative project opportunities, and pre-planning ahead of the 
formal announcement. 
 
The DRF is administered by DFES, in Western Australia. Further information is available at 
Disaster Resilience Grants - Department of Fire and Emergency Services and by emailing 
DisasterResilienceGrants@dfes.wa.gov.au. 
 
DRF Round 4 is likely to be released in March 2026, and encourage Local Governments to 
consider shared or individual disaster risk reduction projects WALGA will advise the sector 
when the DRF is formally announced. 
 
Noted 
 
9.9. DRAFT RENEWABLE ENERGY PLANNING CODE 
By Kieran McGovern, WALGA Senior Policy Advisor, Planning   
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• WALGA Advocacy Position 6.17 Renewable Energy Facilities calls for changes to the 

renewable energy State planning framework to ensure it is fit for purpose to guide 
the ongoing development of the sector. 

• The State Government has released a draft Renewable Energy Planning Code and 
Guidelines with the aim of establishing a consistent assessment framework, clear 
development standards, and improved certainty around impacts such as noise, 
landscape, environmental considerations, and safety. 

• The Code initially focuses on wind farms but is designed to expand to other 
renewable technologies, requiring detailed technical reporting and encouraging (but 
not regulating) community benefit‑sharing agreements. 

• Proposed regulatory amendments would align local planning schemes with the Code 
and classify renewable energy projects valued at $20 million or more as mandatory 
significant development, shifting decision‑making authority to the WAPC. 

• WALGA strongly encourages consideration of the draft Code by Zones. Local 
Governments should make their own submissions on the draft Code by 10 April 2026 
and provide feedback to WALGA to inform our submission on behalf of the sector by  
27 February 2026. Council endorsed submissions are preferred. 

 
 
  

https://www.nema.gov.au/our-work/key-programs/disaster-ready-fund
https://dfes.wa.gov.au/resilience-and-recovery-funding/disaster-resilience-grants
mailto:DisasterResilienceGrants@dfes.wa.gov.au
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ATTACHMENT 
• Draft Renewable Energy Planning Code and Guidelines 
• Information Sheet - Proposed Amendments to Local Planning Scheme Regulations 
• Information Sheet - Proposed Amendments to Significant Development Regulations 
• WALGA summary of the draft Renewable Energy Planning Code 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
WALGA’s proposed advocacy approach is consistent with WALGA Advocacy Positions:  
• 6.1 Planning Principles and Reform  
• 6.4 State Development Applications and Decision Making 
• 6.16 Energy Transition Engagement and Community Benefit Framework 
• 6.17 Renewable Energy Facilities 
• 6.18 Priority Agriculture.  
 
BACKGROUND 
The growth in the number, size, and complexity of renewable energy facilities across 
Western Australia is expected to continue as energy generation and other traditional 
industries de-carbonise their facilities and operations. As a result, the placement and 
management of renewable energy facilities have become contentious issues in local 
communities across Western Australia.  
 
In September 2024, WALGA's State Council endorsed three advocacy positions to address 
concerns related to renewable energy. Advocacy Position 6.17 Renewable Energy Facilites 
noted that the existing Western Australian Planning Commission's (WAPC) Position 
Statement: Renewable energy facilities was inadequate to address these concerns, leading 
to inconsistent application and approvals of renewable energy facilities across the State. 
 
The advocacy position calls for the existing Position Statement: Renewable Energy Facilites 
to be elevated to a State planning policy, to provide the highest level of planning policy 
control and ensure the state planning framework is fit for purpose to guide the ongoing 
development of the sector.  
 
On 12 December 2025, the State Government released a draft Renewable Energy Planning 
Code (the Code) and associated Guidelines for public consultation. The Code has been 
prepared to provide guidance to industry, Local Government and communities by:    

• introducing a consistent development assessment framework for renewable energy 
infrastructure across Western Australia. 

• establishing clear development standards and application requirements. 
• addresses potential land use and environmental impacts, such as noise and 

landscape considerations. 
 
The initial focus of the Code is on wind farms, with flexibility to expand to other renewable 
energy developments, including solar farms and battery energy storage systems.  
 
The draft Code covers key planning issues such as safety, noise, shadow flicker, landscape 
and visual impact, natural environment, natural hazards, aviation safety, electromagnetic 
interference, transport, construction, and decommissioning. 
 
Under the proposed Code, development applications must include detailed technical 
reports, whilst community benefit-sharing agreements are encouraged, these agreements 
sit outside of the planning system.  
 

https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Planning/Renewable-Energy-Planning-Code-and-Guidelines.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Planning/Information-Sheet-Proposed-Amendments-to-LPS-Regulations.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Planning/Information-Sheet-Proposed-Amendments-to-Significant-Development-Regulations.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/awcontent/Web/Documents/Planning/WALGA-Summary-of-the-Renewable-Energy-Planning-Code.pdf
https://walga.asn.au/getmedia/aca8e9cc-a5c8-421f-afa4-e15a92a2f500/Advocacy-Positions-Manual-(updated-19-September-2025).pdf
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To enable implementation of the Code, regulatory amendments are proposed to the 
Planning and Development (Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 to support 
incorporation of the Code into local planning schemes through Model Provisions, introduce 
standard land-use definitions that will apply to all local planning schemes and guide 
assessment of new noise-sensitive development near existing or approved wind farms. 
 
There are also proposed reforms to the Planning and Development (Significant 
Development) Regulations 2024, which will classify renewable energy development 
applications valued at $20 million or more as mandatory significant development. These 
projects will be assessed and determined by the WAPC under the State Significant 
Development Pathway (under Part 11B of the Planning and Development Act 2005), and 
Local Governments role will be to provide commentary to the development application, but 
final decision-making authority will rest with the WAPC.  
 
Consultation on the draft Code and Guidelines closes on 10 April 2026. 
 
COMMENT 
WALGA’s has advocated for changes to the renewable energy State planning framework to 
ensure orderly and proper planning of renewable energy facilities and therefore welcomes 
the release of the draft Renewable Energy Planning Code and Guidelines by the State 
Government for public comment. This draft Code represents a significant step toward 
establishing a consistent planning framework to guide the ongoing development of 
renewable energy facilities across WA - providing important clarity and guidance to WA 
Local Governments. 
 
The proposed amendments to classify renewable energy projects over $20 million as 
'mandatory significant development' that must be determined by WAPC does not align with 
WALGA's Advocacy Position 6.4 State Development Applications and Decision Making, as 
it has the potential to erode Local Government decision making powers and community 
input. WALGA’s position is that Part 11B should be abolished, or, if it is retained, the cost 
threshold should be raised to $50 million. 
 
WALGA considers it is essential that the requirement for community benefits be mandated. 
There are several options that should be examined as potential mechanisms to mandate 
community benefit-sharing agreements, including (but not limited to) amendments to 
existing planning or energy legislation or new, standalone legislation. 
 
There is also a lack of guidance regarding appropriate land uses in particular zones, 
specifically protecting rural land for agricultural purposes, instead stating that wind farms 
are generally compatible with agricultural land uses. WALGA's position is that regulatory 
amendments are required to create a model zone through the Planning and Development 
(Local Planning Schemes) Regulations 2015 for land identified as high quality agricultural 
land (noting most of this land is located in the South West region) known as the ‘Priority 
Agriculture’. 
 
WALGA held two online information sessions on the Code alongside the Department of 
Planning, Lands and Heritage on 5 and 9 February 2026 for Local Government officers and 
Elected Members respectively.  
 
WALGA will prepare a submission to the State on behalf of the sector to ensure the draft 
Code delivers positive outcomes for Member Local Governments, communities and 
industry. 
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WALGA strongly encourages consideration of the draft Code by Zones. Local Governments 
should make their own submissions on the draft Code by 10 April 2026 and provide 
feedback to WALGA to inform our submission on behalf of the sector by 27 February 2026. 
Council endorsed submissions are preferred.  
 
WALGA’s submission will be provided to State Council by Flying Agenda to meet the 
submission deadline. 
 
Noted 
 
9.10. WESTERN POWER POLE TOP FIRES AND NETWORK RESPONSE 
By Alan Leeson, Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Kulin  
 
BACKGROUND 
Over the past 36 hours, the Shire of Kulin has experienced multiple pole top fires across its 
district. Reports indicate that similar incidents have occurred in neighbouring Wheatbelt 
Shires within the Central Country Zone. 
 
These ignition events have occurred concurrently with the recent tropical low weather 
system (ex‑Tropical Cyclone Mitchell), which brought elevated humidity, intermittent rainfall 
and unstable atmospheric conditions across the region. 
 
Western Power’s recent public statements have outlined a mitigation program across the 
Midwest and Wheatbelt, including treatment and replacement of insulators to reduce pole 
top fire risk. The clustering of pole top fires during this regional weather event raises serious 
concerns regarding network resilience.  
 
It is also noted that a number of the affected poles and associated infrastructure within the 
Shire of Kulin are recently installed, suggesting that the issue cannot simply be attributed 
to ageing infrastructure. 
 
ISSUES 
The recent spate of pole top fires highlights significant concerns regarding mitigation 
effectiveness, network resilience, emergency response protocols and volunteer safety. 
 
Local volunteer bush fire brigades have responded to and extinguished each of the pole 
top fires. There has been no observable Western Power fire suppression presence. This 
reliance on volunteer emergency response resources for electricity network related 
ignitions is concerning and not sustainable. 
 
Of critical importance are delays in Western Power isolating downed or compromised power 
lines. These delays place volunteer bush fire brigade members at significant risk. 
 
In practical operational terms, volunteers are often unable to access and suppress fires 
where live power lines remain active. Brigades are required to hold position, sometimes for 
extended periods, until confirmation is received that lines have been isolated. During this 
time, fires may continue to burn unchecked. 
 
This creates an unsafe working environment and introduces unacceptable risk exposure. 
Volunteer responders should not be placed in a position where they are operating adjacent 
to potentially live electrical infrastructure. 
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There has also been no proactive communication acknowledging the cluster of incidents or 
advising local governments of heightened risk conditions. 
 
DISCUSSION 
The concurrence of pole top fire ignitions during the ex‑TC Mitchell weather event 
effectively acted as a real‑time stress test of network performance in the Wheatbelt. 
 
The outcome raises legitimate regional questions regarding mitigation effectiveness, 
preparedness, timeliness of line isolation, and coordination with local governments and 
volunteer brigades. 
 
Given the significant bushfire risk profile of the Wheatbelt, this issue extends beyond 
infrastructure reliability and directly into community safety and volunteer protection. 
 
SECRETARIAT COMMENT 
The impact of pole top fires on power reliability and bushfire risk continues to be addressed 
in advocacy with Western Power and the Economic Regulation Authority. 
 
WALGA State Council recently endorsed a submission to the Economic Regulation Authority 
concerning the Framework and Approach for Western Power Access Arrangement 6.  This 
includes a request that the Economic Regulation Authority require the next Access 
Arrangement include power reliability performance measurement reporting and incentives 
/ penalties at a regional or sub-regional level.  This recognises that without a regional 
approach, areas with very poor power reliability will not receive adequate attention, as their 
impact on statewide reliability is relatively small. The submission also encourages 
consideration of additional reference services that support distributed, smaller-scale 
electricity generation across regional areas to allow for a more resilient network and reduce 
outage times. 
 
In relation to pole top fires, the submission specifically requests that the Access 
Arrangement provides Local Government with an understanding of which poles are most 
at-risk for pole top fires, as this will support efforts to mitigate fire risk in bushfire-prone 
areas. A risk-modelling approach would also be welcome to support silicone 
treatments/protective insulator treatment and accelerated asset renewal of at-risk poles, 
while reporting on pole-top fire frequency and outcomes in an annual report would also be 
helpful. 
 
This continues advocacy by the Association in 2022, where the WALGA submission to the 
Economic Regulation Authority for Access Arrangement 5 included: 
“Silicone treatments are currently used to reduce the incidents of pole top fires.  In the draft 
Access Arrangement, Western Power proposes to reduce the volume of silicone treatments 
and incur increased costs in total, due to a change in policy or regulation that requires these 
treatments be applied only to de-energised lines.  Local Governments in peri-urban and 
regional areas have raised concerns about an increase in pole-top fires.  The submission 
requests that the ERA seek from Western Power alternative approaches to efficiently 
mitigate the risk of pole top fires, rather than accept the increased risk.” 
 
In response, detailed analysis of cost effective measures to mitigate the risks of pole top 
fires undertaken by Western Power and consultants engaged by the Economic Regulation 
Authority are set out in  Western Power’s Revised AA5 Proposal pages 77 – 82. 
 

file:///C:/Users/ian/OneDrive%20-%20WALGA/Desktop/WP-AA5---Access-Arrangment-Information-for-Revised-AA5-Proposal.PDF
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Pole top fires continue to be an important cause of power failures and risks to the 
community, including in the metropolitan area as was clearly demonstrated in January and 
March 2025 when tens of thousands of households and business were without power for 
an extended period as a result of over 50 concurrent pole top fires in the metropolitan area 
alone on each occasion. 
 
If supported, the proposed Zone resolution will be strengthen on-going advocacy with 
Western Power, the Minister for Energy and the Economic Regulation Authority. It also adds 
specific advocacy in relation to response times for Western Power crews and 
communications between Western Power and Local Governments that are not included in 
the current advocacy scope. 
 
RESOLUTION 
 
Moved: President Cr Grant Robbins 
Seconded: Cr Robbie Bowley 
 
That the Central Country Zone: 
1. Recognises the recent spate of pole top fires during the ex-Tropical Cyclone Mitchell 

weather event as a serious regional and State-wide rural safety concern. 
2. Notes that while this matter has been raised by the Central Country Zone, the issues 

identified are not confined to Zone Local Governments and are likely to affect rural 
and regional communities across Western Australia. 

3. Requests WALGA to assume a State-wide advocacy role on behalf of rural and 
regional local governments in relation to: 
a. Pole top fire mitigation effectiveness in high-risk agricultural environments; 
b. Network performance; 
c. Timely isolation of downed or compromised power lines during emergency 

incidents; 
d. Protection of volunteer bush fire brigade members operating near live 

electrical infrastructure; and 
e. Improved transparency, reporting and communication protocols between 

Western Power and local governments. 
4. Requests WALGA to formally engage with Western Power and the Minister for 

Energy seeking systemic review, strengthened operational response protocols and 
enhanced safety protections for volunteer emergency responders across rural and 
regional Western Australia. 

5. Requests that WALGA report back to Member Local Governments on advocacy 
actions undertaken and outcomes achieved. 

CARRIED 
 

10. ZONE REPORTS 
 
10.1. ZONE CHAIR REPORT 
Cr Des Hickey, Zone Chair 
 
Cr Hickey did not have any updates to provide. 
 
Noted 
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10.2. WALGA ROADWISE REPORT 
Mr Rodney Thornton, WALGA Regional Road Safety Advisor 
 
Rodney provided a verbal update to the Zone. 
 
Noted 
 
11. WALGA EXECUTIVE REPORTS 
 
11.1. WALGA PRESIDENT’S REPORT 
 
A copy of the WALGA President’s Report was attached to the Agenda.  
 
WALGA Deputy President Cr Paul Kelly presented this report earlier in the meeting.  
 
Noted 
 
11.2. STATE COUNCILLOR REPORT 
Cr Phillip Blight, Central Country Zone State Council representative 
 
8.2 2026 Salaries and Allowances Tribunal Remuneration Inquiry For Local Government 
Chief Executive Officers and Elected Members 
Several variations were included in the composite recommendation and then additional 
amendments carried. 
  
That State Council endorse the submission to the 2026 Salaries and Allowances Tribunal 
Remuneration Inquiry for Local Government Chief Executive Officers and Elected 
Members, with the following additions:  
1. A new recommendation that the Regional/Isolation Allowance be reviewed in full, 

noting that the application of the Allowance is unequal and inconsistent.  
2. A new recommendation that an appropriate fee be set for the deputy to the 

presiding member of Audit, Risk and Improvement Committees to attend meetings.  
3. A new recommendation that the travel costs incurred while driving a privately 

owned or leased vehicle be calculated at the same rate contained in the Public 
Service Award 1992 to bring it in parity with the public sector.  

4. The percentage values in recommendations 1 and 2 of the submission be amended 
from 3% to 4%.  

5. Include a work-value argument regarding Elected Member remuneration to 
strengthen the case for an increase to Elected Member fees and allowances and to 
refer the request to reclassify Elected Members as not volunteers to the relevant 
Policy Team.  

RESOLUTION 073.5/2025 CARRIED 
 
8.3 Tourism Advocacy Position Update 
Proposed amendments by the Central Country Zone were believed to be covered within the 
policy. 
 
That State Council replace Advocacy Position 3.9 Tourism with an updated position as 
follows:  
 
WALGA calls on the State Government to:  
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1. Fund the implementation of the WA Visitor Economy Strategy and the 
supporting Tourism Destination Management Plans and Regional Tourism 
Development Strategies, including for:  

2. maintenance and renewal of Local Government assets and services that 
underpin a positive visitor experience  

3. new and existing tourism infrastructure  
4. improving telecommunications infrastructure  
5. measures to reduce the cost and improve the scheduling and routes of regional 

air services  
6. accredited Visitor Centres.  
7. Ensure that tourism destinations with a significant seasonal visitor influx have 

adequate medical and emergency services and reliable telecommunications.  
8. Articulate a clear tourism governance framework with defined roles and 

responsibilities to facilitate coordination and collaboration of tourism activities 
across the State.  

9. Adequately consult and consider Local Government when undertaking strategic 
tourism planning across Western Australia.  

10. Provide improved access to affordable, timely and granular data that delivers 
LGA-level insights on visitation, spend and event impacts.  

RESOLUTION 074.5/2025 CARRIED 
 
Rural and Remote Healthcare Advocacy  
Following State Council’s endorsement of the Rural and Remote Healthcare Services 
advocacy position at the September meeting, a survey has been completed to provide 
2024-25 data on sector support for General Practice (GP) services amongst regional Local 
Governments. 74 responses (69%) from regional Local Governments were received. Key 
findings include:  
• over half or respondents (56%) are supporting GP services  
in FY 2024-25, Local Governments provided over $9 million (net) reported in support for 
GP services. A $3.3 million increase in 3 years.  

Statutory Review of the Work Health and Safety Act 2020  
• WorkSafe invited submissions on the Statutory Review of the Work Health and 

Safety Act 2020 (WHS Act). This review is critically important to the Local 
Government sector, particularly in light of the application of the WHS Act to 
volunteers and Council Members. Since the introduction of the WHS Act, Local 
Governments have become Persons Conducting a Business or Undertaking (PCBU) 
for approximately 18,000 Bush Fire Brigade volunteers across Western Australia. 
This presents significant challenges, given the inherently high-risk nature of the role 
and the complexities involved in meeting WHS obligations effectively. In addition, 
complexities have arisen for Local Governments in understanding the rights and 
responsibilities of Council Members as ‘other persons’ under the WHS Act.  

• WALGA was granted an extension for its submission until 12 December 2025. The 
draft submission was provided to State Council for consideration by Flying Minute. 
All Local Governments were requested to provide their feedback to WALGA via 
em@walga.asu.au (cc. governance@walga.asn.au) by Monday 17 November, and to 
consider providing feedback directly to WorkSafe by 28 November 2025. Further 
information, including the discussion paper and submission guidelines, is available 
here. 

 
Noted 

mailto:em@walga.asu.au
mailto:governance@walga.asn.au
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11.3. STATUS REPORT 

COMPLETE ZONE STATUS REPORT 
February 2026 

Zone Agenda Item Zone Resolution WALGA Response Updat
e 

WALGA 
Contact 

 
Central C 
 

20 June 2025 Zone 
Agenda Item 9.4 
Concerns Regarding 
the Delays in 
Electrical 
Connections by 
Western Power – 
Impact on Regional 
Development in 
Brookton 

That the Central Country Zone request State Council to: 
1. Engage with Western Power to review and improve timelines 

for electrical connections, particularly in regional areas; 
2. Prioritise connections for essential infrastructure, residential 

housing, and commercial investment projects; and 
3. Consider additional resourcing or regional service delivery 

strategies to ensure timely support for regional development. 
 

WALGA CEO and senior officers again met with senior Western Power staff 
in October to follow up resource and process changes made to improve 
timelines for electrical connections. 
 
Focus is aligned to Government priorities; housing, health, essential 
services, schools and childcare infrastructure (telecommunications, Black 
Spot / roads).  
 
There is not a separate process for regional projects.  The major delays are 
in design rather than construction, but this may change as the design 
bottlenecks are removed. 
 
Additional design consultants have been engaged by Western Power. 
 
Large land developers have seen improvements in service delivery, by 
arranging more of the design and conformance review work themselves. 
The trial enabling Local Governments to directly contract design and 
construct streetlights has achieved relatively low uptake to date. 
 
The next working group meeting with Western Power is scheduled for 9 
February 2026. 
 
WALGA is preparing a submission to the Economic Regulation Authority on 
the Framework and Approach to AA6, which will propose that at least some 
of these services that are only able to be delivered by Western Power be 
included within the scope of the Western Power Access Arrangement which 
regulates the services offered and prices charged. 
 

February 
2026 

Ian Duncan 
Executive 
Manager 
Infrastructure 
iduncan@walg
a.asn.au  
9213 2031 

Central C 
 

14 February 2025 
Zone Agenda Item 
9.1.3 Support for 
Public Ownership of 

That the Central Country Zone request WALGA to: 
1. Supports State Government efforts to ensure the on-going 

sustainability and growth of freight rail in Western Australia; 
2. Seeks a commitment from the in-coming State Government to:  

The Infrastructure Policy Team supported including the proposed advocacy 
position in a new or consolidated policy statement in relation to freight rail 
following consultation with Local Governments and other stakeholders to 

August 
2025 

Ian Duncan 
Executive 
Manager 
Infrastructure 

mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
mailto:iduncan@walga.asn.au
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WA Freight Rail 
Network 

a. focus on ensuring a competitive freight rail network 
and services reduce freight on roads; providing road 
safety, environmental benefits; and 

b. work with Local Governments and other stakeholders 
to maximise the local economic growth opportunities 
provided through effective management of the rail 
network and corridors. 

 

better define the social, economic and environmental benefits sought from 
a publicly controlled freight rail network. 

iduncan@walg
a.asn.au  
9213 2031 

Central C 
 

22 August 2025 Zone 
Agenda Item 9.3 To 
Rationalise the Audit 
Function for Local 
Government in WA 

That the Zone request WALGA to advocate for the choice of an auditor 
of Local Governments in Western Australia be opened to individuals 
who are Registered Company Auditors with the Australian Securities 
and Investments Commission (ASIC) as well as the Office of Auditor 
General OAG). 

This item will be referred to the Governance Policy Team for consideration. 
 
The Zone will be informed of the outcome. 

November 
2025 

Kirsty Martin, 
Executive 
Manager, 
Member 
Services 
9213 2051 
kmartin@walg
a.asn.au 
 

Central C 
 

22 August 2025 Zone 
Agenda Item 9.2 To 
Address Anomalies 
Arising from 
Changes to the Audit 
Function of Local 
Government in WA 

That the Central Country Zone request WALGA to support a 
representation to the State Government to remove the Office of Auditor 
General (OAG) as the sole auditor of Local Government in Western 
Australia. 

This item will be referred to the Governance Policy Team for consideration. 
 
The Zone will be informed of the outcome. 

November 
2025 

Kirsty Martin, 
Executive 
Manager, 
Member 
Services 
9213 2051 
kmartin@walg
a.asn.au 
 

Central C 
 

19 November 2021 
Zone Agenda Item 
12.1 Sector ICT 
solution 

That the Zone request WALGA to research providers and the viability 
of an in-house IT system. 

 
WALGA developed template documents for the procurement of ERP 
services. These resources are available to download through Vendorpanel 
(Preferred Supplier Program). 
 
 
COMPLETED 
 

February 
2026 

Kirsty Martin, 
Executive 
Manager, 
Member 
Services 
9213 2051 
kmartin@walg
a.asn.au 
 

Central C 3 December State 
Council Agenda Item 
8.3 Tourism 
Advocacy Position 
Update 

That the Central Country Zone supports the WALGA recommendation 
for State Council Agenda item 8.3 as contained in the State Council 
Agenda and as provided above with the inclusion of a new point 1(f) 
“regional travel directions and destinations”. 
 

SECRETARIAT COMMENT 
Signage, wayfinding and directions are important considerations for tourists. 
In order to keep the advocacy position brief and simplified, it is considered 
that this is adequately captured in the first two parts of the first section of 
this position, namely: 

a) maintenance and renewal of Local Government assets and 
services that underpin a positive visitor experience 

b) new and existing tourism infrastructure 

February 
2026 

Nicole 
Matthews 
Executive 
Manager 
Policy 
nmatthews@w
alga.asn.au 
9213 2039 
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State Council Resolution 
 
That State Council replace Advocacy Position 3.9 Tourism with an updated 
position as follows: 
 
WALGA calls on the State Government to: 

1. Fund the implementation of the WA Visitor Economy Strategy 
and the supporting Tourism Destination Management Plans 
and Regional Tourism Development Strategies, including for:  

a. maintenance and renewal of Local Government 
assets and services that underpin a positive visitor 
experience 

b. new and existing tourism infrastructure 
c. improving telecommunications infrastructure 
d. measures to reduce the cost and improve the 

scheduling and routes of regional air services 
e. accredited Visitor Centres. 

2. Ensure that tourism destinations with a significant seasonal 
visitor influx have adequate medical and emergency services 
and reliable telecommunications.  

3. Articulate a clear tourism governance framework with defined 
roles and responsibilities to facilitate coordination and 
collaboration of tourism activities across the State. 

4. Adequately consult and consider Local Government when 
undertaking strategic tourism planning across Western 
Australia. 

5. Provide improved access to affordable, timely and granular 
data that delivers LGA-level insights on visitation, spend and 
event impacts. 

 
RESOLUTION 074.5/2025   CARRIED 
 

Central C 21 November 2025 
Zone Agenda Item 
9.6.1 Cost Shift 
Compliance Project 
Update 

That the Central Country Zone refer Position 1 in the Zone’s Cost 
Shifting and Compliance Report to State Council for consideration as a 
WALGA Advocacy Position. That is, to “reinstate the requirement for a 
Regulatory Impact Assessment for all amendments to legislation and 
regulation”.  
 

At the December State Council meeting, the Zone resolution was referred 
for consideration and action. An item will be progressed through the 
relevant Policy Team. 
 

February 
2026 

Kirsty Martin, 
Executive 
Manager, 
Member 
Services 
9213 2051 
kmartin@walg
a.asn.au 
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Central C 11 April 2025 Zone 
Agenda Item 9.3 
Advocacy for 
Statewide 
Community 
Enhancements Fund 
(CEF) Framework & 
Renewable Energy 
Guidelines 

That the Central Country Zone of WALGA: 
1. Supports the Shire of Narrogin’s Community Enhancements 

Fund (CEF) Policy as a best-practice model for equitable 
benefit-sharing from large-scale renewable energy projects; 

2. Requests WALGA State Council to advocate to the State 
Government for the development of a Statewide Community 
Enhancements Fund Framework, consistent with the key 
principles of the Shire of Narrogin's CEF Policy, including: 
o A minimum indexed contribution from renewable 

energy proponents based on installed capacity; 
o Local Government management of restricted cash 

reserves for community benefit; 
o A dedicated component for Indigenous Nations Funds 

(recommended 10%); 
o Alignment with Local Government strategic planning; 
o Transparent governance, community engagement, 

and annual reporting. 
3. Further requests WALGA to advocate for the adoption of a 

broader Renewable Industry Framework for WA as outlined in 
the Shire of Narrogin’s Advocacy Position, including: 
o Consistent planning standards for renewable energy 

development (e.g., setbacks, zoning); 
o A State-mandated community engagement 

framework; 
o Legacy workforce housing solutions in lieu of short-

term TWAs; 
o A uniform Payment in Lieu of Rates (PILoR) model for 

wind, solar and BESS facilities; 
o Empowerment of Local Governments to manage 

benefit-sharing and rating mechanisms. 
 

In August, the State Government released a draft Community Benefits 
Guideline Consultation Paper. 
 
WALGA has prepared a submission on the Guideline on behalf of the 
Sector. 48 Local Governments provided feedback to this submission, 
including a joint submission on the Consultation Paper from 36 regional 
Local Governments. Relevant feedback from Local Governments was 
incorporated into the draft submission. All Local Governments were also 
encouraged to provide their own submissions to the State Government. 
 
The submission broadly supports many aspects of the State’s draft 
Guideline, but recommends a specific focus on, or changes to, several 
aspects. This includes: 

• The need for the requirement for community benefits to be mandated. 

• Changes to the contribution rate, from the proposed range to a single, 
indexed figure floor for wind, solar and battery storage projects. 

• That benefit sharing arrangements should commence during the 
construction phase of projects. 

• Further clarity on the role of rates versus community benefits and that 
these be viewed separately.  

• That Local Government should determine the appropriate governance 
mechanisms. 

• Clearer guidance on when developers should engage with 
neighbouring Local Governments. 

• The need for a statewide strategy to guide the rollout of the energy 
transition. 

• The need for State Government to lead and coordinate regional 
cumulative impact assessments for large scale renewable projects, in 
consultation with proponents and Local Governments.  

• Clarity on when the Guideline should apply to existing projects. 
 
Powering WA has not yet provided a response to the feedback received on 
the Community Benefits Guideline Consultation Paper 
 
On 12 December 2025, the State Government released a draft Renewable 
Energy Planning Code (the Code) and associated Guidelines for public 
consultation. WALGA held two online information sessions on the Code 
alongside the Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage on 5 and 9 
February for Local Government officers and Elected Members respectively. 
WALGA is preparing a submission on the draft Codes that will be 
considered by State Council via flying minute. Comments on the draft 
Codes are due to DPLH the 10 April 2026. 
 

February 
2026 

Nicole 
Matthews 
Executive 
Manager 
Policy 
nmatthews@w
alga.asn.au 
9213 2039 
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Central C 
 

5 March 2025 State 
Council Agenda Item 
8.1 Climate Change 
Advocacy Position 

That State Council replace the 2018 Climate Change Policy Statement 
Advocacy Position 4.1 Climate Change with the following advocacy 
position:  
  
WALGA calls on the Australian and Western Australian Governments 
to: 

1. provide the necessary climate leadership, coordination, and 
action to deliver a climate change response that improves and 
maintains the quality of life for all Western Australians for 
generations to come. 

2. provides funding and resources and support to Local 
Government to enable local communities to respond to the 
effects of climate change 

 

 
WALGA has been working on an updated Draft Advocacy Position for 
consideration by Local Government. The Draft Advocacy Position, and 
accompanying Background Paper, will be released for a 12-week period to 
provide feedback.  
 
COMPLETE 
 

February 
2026 

Nicole 
Matthews 
Executive 
Manager 
Policy 
nmatthews@w
alga.asn.au 
9213 2039 

Central C 
 

26 August 2023 Zone 
Agenda Item 9.2 
Water Corporation – 
Non-Standard Water 
Services 

That the Central Country Zone: 
1. Rejects Water Corporation attempts to classify regional sites as 

a ‘Non-Standard Water Service’ (unless specific agreement is 
reached with a Local Government Authority); 

2. Formally writes to Water Corporation and the Minister for Water 
confirming this position; 

3. Requests that WALGA supports the position of the Central 
Country Zone and rejects the Water Corporation’s attempts to 
classify regional sites as a ‘Non-Standard Water Service’; and 

4. Requests WALGA to engage with the Minister for Water to retain 
the current services, unless specific agreement is reached with 
a Local Government Authority. 

 

 
WALGA is currently consulting to develop a Water Management Advocacy 
Position. The concerns raised by the Central Country Zone have been 
included in the Paper.  
 
A Zone Item for Noting on the Water Management Discussion Paper will be 
provided to the February Zone meetings.  
 
WALGA has extended the deadline for the Discussion Paper to 12 March 
2026 to ensure all Zones and Local Governments have the opportunity to 
provide input.   

February 
2026 

Nicole 
Matthews 
Executive 
Manager 
Policy 
nmatthews@w
alga.asn.au 
9213 2039 

Central C 3 December 2025 
State Council Agenda 
Item 8.2 2026 Salaries 
and Allowances 
Tribunal 
Remuneration 
Inquiry for Local 
Government Chief 
Executive Officers 
and Elected 
Members 

That the Central Country Zone supports the WALGA recommendation 
for State Council Agenda item 8.2 as contained in the State Council 
Agenda and as provided above with the inclusion of an extra 
recommendation that the Regional/Isolation Allowance be fully 
reviewed. 

SECRETARIAT COMMENT 
 
The submission highlights that the availability and amount of the 
Regional/Isolation Allowance is an issue of high importance for WALGA’s 
Members, and reiterates WALGA’s previous calls for greater transparency 
regarding the methodology of application for the Allowance. In the 2025 
Determination, SAT resolved to conduct a comprehensive survey of all WA 
Local Governments, the results of which would go towards reviewing the 
Allowance to ensure that it is fit for purpose and achieving the desired 
outcome. The survey was conducted earlier this year, and the results will 
inform any changes to the Allowance in the 2026 Determination. In 
anticipation of this, a new recommendation, reiterating WALGA’s previous 
requests for a full review of the Allowance, can be added to the submission. 
 
State Council Resolution 
 

February 
2026 

Rachel Horton, 
Executive 
Manager 
Advocacy 
rhorton@walg
a.asn.au 9213 
2038 

mailto:rhorton@walga.asn.au
mailto:rhorton@walga.asn.au


 

Central Country Zone Meeting Minutes | 13 February 2026 39 
 

That State Council endorse the submission to the 2026 Salaries and 
Allowances Tribunal Remuneration Inquiry for Local Government Chief 
Executive Officers and Elected Members, with the following additions: 
1. A new recommendation that the Regional/Isolation Allowance be 

reviewed in full, noting that the application of the Allowance is inequal 
and inconsistent. 

2. A new recommendation that an appropriate fee be set for the deputy 
to the presiding member of Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committees to attend meetings. 

3. A new recommendation that the travel costs incurred while driving a 
privately owned or leased vehicle be calculated at the same rate 
contained in the Public Service Award 1992 to bring it in parity with 
the public sector.  

4. The percentage values in recommendations 1 and 2 of the 
submission be amended from 3% to 4%. 

5. Include a work-value argument regarding Elected Member 
remuneration to strengthen the case for an increase to Elected 
Member fees and allowances and to refer the request to reclassify 
Elected Members as not volunteers to the relevant Policy Team. 

 
RESOLUTION 073.5/2025      CARRIED 
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12. WALGA STATE COUNCIL AGENDA 
 
Zone Delegates are invited to read and consider the WALGA State Council Agenda, which 
was provided as an attachment to the Agenda and can be found via the link here.  
 
The Zone can provide comment or submit an alternative recommendation on any of the 
items, including the items for noting. The Zone comment will then be presented to the State 
Council for consideration at their meeting.  
 
The State Council Agenda items requiring a decision of State Council are extracted for Zone 
consideration below. 
 
12.1. MATTERS FOR DECISION 
 
12.1.1. AVIATION ADVOCACY POSITIONS 
By Negar Nili, Policy Officer Transport and Roads 
 
EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
• Two new Advocacy Positions are proposed to strengthen WALGA’s aviation advocacy 

framework and to inform WALGA’s response to future inquiries and/or consultation 
relating to aviation.  

• The aim of the new positions is to provide clearer and more contemporary guidance 
on: 
o the sustainability and ongoing viability of Local Government‑owned regional 

airports; and 
o the affordability, reliability and accessibility of regional and remote air services 

for Western Australian communities. 
• The proposed positions will assist WALGA to advocate more effectively on behalf of 

its Members by: 
o clearly articulating the essential service role of aviation in regional, rural and 

remote Western Australia; 
o strengthening WALGA’s capacity to engage with State and Commonwealth 

governments on aviation policy and funding; and 
o supporting Local Governments facing regulatory, financial and service‑delivery 

challenges associated with regional aviation. 
• The development of the proposed Advocacy Positions has been informed by 

engagement with a sample of Local Governments, which highlighted shared concerns 
regarding high regional airfares, service reliability, capacity constraints and the role 
of aviation in supporting health access, emergency response and regional economic 
development. 

• WALGA currently has two existing aviation Advocacy Positions; however, feedback 
from Local Governments clarified that the inclusion of additional, targeted policy 
positions is essential to better reflect contemporary challenges and to strengthen 
support for Councils. 

• The proposed positions build on existing WALGA policy and provide a stronger basis 
for: 
o sector advocacy; 
o engagement with State Council and Zones to seek feedback; and 
o informing WALGA’s potential submission to the Productivity Commission Inquiry 

into Regional Airfares. 

https://walga.asn.au/who-we-are/corporate-governance/state-council
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
The current WALGA Advocacy Positions relating to Aviation are positions 5.9 Aviation and 
5.9.1 Airfare Pricing in Regional Western Australia. The proposed new positions would be in 
addition to these existing positions.  
 
5.9  Aviation 

Position Statement The Local Government sector supports the Department of 
Transport’s State Aviation Strategy 2020, with more focus required 
on non-RPT airports to ensure it is representative of all of WA, 
more focus on general aviation development across WA and 
noting that the preferred ownership and governance of Local 
Governments is Council Controlled Organisations. The Local 
Government sector advocates for a clear position on the 
economic benefit of airports in regional areas to be included in the 
future state wide Airports State Planning Policy. 

 
5.9.1.  Airfare Pricing in Regional Western Australia 

Position Statement The Local Government sector supports: 
1. An evidence-based assessment commissioned by the State 

Government to determine the degree to which market 
structure and other factors influence the cost of providing 
air services on each route, the pricing structure offered and 
the actual prices paid. 

2. The State Government providing oversight of airfares 
ensuring transparency, encouraging partnerships between 
Local Governments and airline carriers to grow the market 
and the provision of subsidies in some situations. 

 
BACKGROUND 
Aviation plays a critical role in Western Australia, particularly for regional, rural, and remote 
communities, by providing essential connectivity for access to healthcare, education, 
employment, and social engagement. Reliable and affordable air services are also vital to 
regional economic development, workforce mobility, and community resilience, especially 
where alternative transport options are limited. 
 
WALGA’s advocacy on aviation is underpinned by its existing policy framework, which 
emphasises the need for safe, reliable, and cost-effective air services across regional and 
remote Western Australia. These policies highlight the critical role of aviation in enabling 
regional connectivity, supporting service delivery, and contributing to economic 
development, while recognising the operational and regulatory responsibilities faced by 
Local Government–managed airports.  
 
WALGA has also contributed to State-level policy development including the State Aviation 
Strategy 2020. This strategy supports key initiatives including regulating certain routes to 
support a sustainable service, the Regional Airfare Zone Cap, Regional Airports 
Development Scheme and regulation of closed charters in some situations. It is anticipated 
that the Department of Transport and Major Infrastructure will review and refresh the State 
Aviation Strategy in 2026-27. 
 

https://walga.asn.au/policy-and-advocacy/advocacy-positions
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At the national level, WALGA engaged in consultation processes leading to the Green and 
White Papers on Regional Transport and Aviation, representing Local Government 
perspectives and regional needs. 
 
Two recently initiated inquiries — the Productivity Commission Inquiry into the determinants 
of regional airfares and the Senate (Rural and Regional Affairs and Transport References 
Committee) Inquiry into the State of Australia’s Aviation Sector and its ability to deliver 
reliable and affordable services to rural, regional and remote communities — provide 
important opportunities to review and improve policies supporting regional aviation. Both 
inquiries have overlapping focus areas, including affordability, government intervention, 
and impacts on regional communities. 
 
To inform its responses to both inquiries, WALGA has engaged with a sample of Local 
Governments to understand their experiences, challenges, and priorities for regional air 
services. This engagement has clarified the needs of Local Governments and communities, 
forming the basis for developing two proposed new Advocacy Positions to support 
Members and advocate for improved connectivity, affordability, and service sustainability 
across regional Western Australia. 
 
NEW ADVOCACY POSITIONS 
 
Regional Airports  

Position Statement WALGA supports the sustainable operation of Local Government 
owned regional airports and advocates for proportionate 
regulatory frameworks, targeted funding, and operational 
guidance to ensure safe, efficient, and resilient airport 
infrastructure and services. 

 
Background Regional airports are vital for connectivity, economic 

development, tourism, health access, and emergency response in 
Western Australia. Local Governments operating regional airports 
face increasing regulatory and operational pressures, including 
aviation security requirements, compliance obligations, ageing 
infrastructure, and limited staffing capacity. Many Council-owned 
airports cover day-to-day operating costs but lack sufficient 
capital to fund major infrastructure renewal or security upgrades. 
Airports that support both community access and FIFO activity 
can face additional funding constraints despite their ongoing role 
in servicing regional communities. These challenges highlight the 
need for regulatory settings and funding arrangements that 
reflect airport scale, risk profile, and regional operating 
conditions. 
 

 
Regional and Remote Air Services  

Position Statement WALGA advocates for reliable, affordable, and equitable regional 
air services, calling for greater oversight of airline pricing 
practices, including transparent fare structures and equitable 
access to discounted and lower-cost fares, to mitigate the 
impacts of limited competition and dynamic pricing on regional 
residents, businesses, and essential travel. WALGA also promotes 
the continued viability of essential routes and recognises regional 
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aviation as an essential service supporting community access, 
workforce mobility, and regional economic development. 
 

Background Regional communities rely on air services for essential travel, 
including access to health care, employment, education, and 
family connections, particularly where alternative transport 
options are limited. High airfares, limited availability of lower-cost 
seats, and opaque pricing structures reduce affordability for 
residents and businesses, even in markets with more than one 
airline. Regional air services are also vulnerable to sudden service 
reductions or route withdrawals, which can isolate communities 
and disrupt economic and social activity. These challenges 
underscore the importance of policy settings that support 
affordability, service continuity, and equitable access. 
 

 
COMMENT 
Engagement with a sample of Local Governments operating airports with Regular 
Passenger Transport (RPT) services highlighted operational, financial, and service delivery 
issues affecting both Council-owned airports and regional air services. 
 
Key matters raised by Councils include: 
• Airline pricing and equitable access: Complex, opaque, and highly variable fare 

structures; limited availability of lower-cost seats; competition does not always 
deliver affordable or equitable outcomes. 

• Aviation security requirements: Standards designed for larger airports impose 
significant operational and financial burdens, with outdated equipment, regulatory 
ambiguities, and high upgrade costs creating compliance challenges. 

• Funding and resource constraints: Many Councils operate airports with limited staff 
and capital; while day-to-day operating costs may be covered, major infrastructure 
renewal or expansion and security upgrades are often unfunded. 

• Service continuity and reliability: Regional air services are fragile, with sudden route 
reductions or withdrawals impacting essential travel, community connectivity, and 
local economies. 

• Coordination across governments and industry: Fragmented policy, regulatory, and 
funding arrangements limit Local Governments’ ability to respond quickly to changes, 
highlighting the need for improved collaboration. 

• Regional aviation as an essential service: Airports and air services underpin health 
access, emergency response, tourism, economic development, and social cohesion, 
demonstrating their broader value beyond transport alone. 

 
Based on these issues and priorities identified through Local Government engagement, 
WALGA has developed the two proposed Advocacy Positions above on aviation – one 
focusing on regional airports and the other on regional and remote air services – to address 
the challenges of affordability, accessibility, operational sustainability, and service 
continuity for regional communities. 
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WALGA RECOMMENDATION 
 

That State Council endorse two new Advocacy Positions on Aviation as follows: 
 

1. Regional Airports 
WALGA supports the sustainable operation of Local Government owned regional 
airports and advocates for proportionate regulatory frameworks, targeted funding, 
and operational guidance to ensure safe, efficient, and resilient airport 
infrastructure and services. 

 

2. Regional and Remote Air Services 
WALGA advocates for reliable, affordable, and equitable regional air services, calling 
for greater oversight of airline pricing practices, including transparent fare 
structures and equitable access to discounted and lower-cost fares, to mitigate the 
impacts of limited competition and dynamic pricing on regional residents, 
businesses, and essential travel. WALGA also promotes the continued viability of 
essential routes and recognises regional aviation as an essential service supporting 
community access, workforce mobility, and regional economic development. 

 
 
RESOLUTION 
 

Moved: President Cr Phillip Blight 
Seconded: President Leigh Ballard 
 
That the Central Country Zone supports the WALGA recommendation for State Council 
Agenda item 9.1 as contained in the March 2026 State Council Agenda and as provided 
above.  

CARRIED 
 

12.1.2. OTHER STATE COUNCIL AGENDA ITEMS 
 

Zone Delegates are invited to raise for discussion, questions or decision any of the items in 
the State Council Agenda, including the items for noting, Policy Team and Committee 
Reports or the Key Activity Reports.  
 

13. EMERGING ISSUES 
 

President Cr Dee Ridgway requested that the Central Country Zone write a letter to 
outgoing WALGA President, Cr Karen Chappel, acknowledging her work and commitment 
to Local Government throughout her tenure as President for WALGA. The Zone supported 
this request, and echoed Cr Ridgway’s sentiments. 
 
14. NEXT MEETING 
 

The next Executive Committee meeting will be held on Tuesday, 7 April 2026 commencing 
at 7:30am, via MSTeams. 
 

The next Central Country Zone meeting will be held on Friday, 17 April 2026 commencing at 
9:30am. This meeting will be hosted by the Shire of Cuballing. 
 

15. CLOSURE 
 
The Chair declared the meeting closed at 1:50pm. 



Lake Grace Roadwise 
M: PO Box 177 Lake Grace  WA  6353 
P: 08 9865 1470 
E: central@lakegracecrc.net 

Minutes of Lake Grace RoadWise Committee Meeting. 
12:30pm, Thursday 19th February 2026 at the Lake Grace CRC 

Present:  Len Armstrong (Shire), Ganesh Ganeeshan (MRD), Lois Dickins (St John), Phil Burgess (Shire), 
Suzanne Reeves (scribe), Vicky Eckersley (MRD), Rodney Thornton (RSO). 

Apologies:  Deb Clarke (Shire), Jason Lip (Shire), Kerrie Argent (Hospital). 

Confirmation of previous minutes:  20th November 2025 

Business Arising from Previous Minutes: 
 Federal government funding for truck bays – Lack of truck bays between Lake Grace and Kulin.

Jason still following up? Phil will look into. There is regular funding that opens and closes.
 Blue line at front of school – Once works are completed where drainage was redone the blue line will

be put back in place. Also need to look at the T-junction between Absolon and Carruthers streets.
Illegal parking at school drop off and pickup.

 Wombat crossings / bollards - ongoing
 Directional sign at Tarin Rock – the sign is very short (on the south side of the road), blocks vision

looking to the left if you’re in a 4WD and pulling out onto the main road. Ganesh and Vicky will look
at on the way home.

 Kids in Cars / First Aid - cancelled
 Shoves - ongoing
 Bollards in Eggers Place – check with Jason

Correspondence Out: 
  

Correspondence In: 
  

Financial Report:  Account has $2,281.31 in it.  Received $500 from the Kids in Cars grant. 

General Business:  
 Crossroads – Main Roads and Shire had an onsite meeting this morning following the latest

accident. In the short term there will be an increase in frequency of the line marking.  A report will be
submitted to the Shire. Could a counter be put right on the intersection, that will show who’s not
stopping, vehicle numbers and also speed.  Was there any difference after work was done in 2023.
No. Largely the problem is driver error and/or indifference. Roadhouse camera hadn’t been working.
Data from the near miss cameras needs to be broadened so that it shows more information.

 Parking outside CBH – Larger vehicles parking close to the McMahon street intersection are
blocking view.  Community member had a near miss when a road train was parked there.  At this
stage parking is allowed, perhaps needs to be looked at.

 Jet Fuel – (discussed prior to business arising before Lois left the meeting at 1pm). At recent
ambulance meeting it was brought up that Kondinin/Hyden sub centre have set up a building for jet
fuel which they would like surrounding sub centres to donate to.  This is to provide a refuelling option
for the rescue/transport helicopter. Jet fuel only has 6-12 month shelf life. Compliance could be an
issue ie. Dangerous goods.  St John to write letter to Shire.

 Driver Reviver – Has been moved to the All Abilities Playground, just needs to be put on blocks as
this will be its permanent home. Phil has organised Outback TV to connect electricity. Will keep
looking for funding to complete the mural, have touched base with the artist to say that we’re still
interested.

 Marking at Front of Pool – This has almost worn away, needs to be redone before the 2026/27
season as people are parking there.

Meeting closed:  2pm 
Next meeting:  May 2026 



MINUTES 

of the 

Lake Grace Library Resource & Community Resource Centre Management Committee 
11:00am, Wednesday 4 March 2026 at the Lake Grace Community Library 

MEETING OPENED: 11:05am 

PRESENT:  

Aaron Wooldridge Deputy Chief Executive Officer, Shire of Lake 
Cr Jennie Roche Councillor, Shire of Lake Grace, Council Representative 
Kerrianne Mills Principal, Lake Grace District High School 
Michelle Lay  Manager Corporate Services, Lake Grace District High School 
Suzanne Reeves Manager and Representative Lake Grace CRC  
Ollie Farrelly  Community Representative 
Lois Dickins  Library Co-ordinator, Scribe  

APOLOGIES: NIL 

ELECTION OF A CHAIRPERSON 

In accordance with section 4.1 (e) of the Management Agreement the Chairperson of the 
Committee shall be elected by the committee on an annual basis. 

Shire DCEO Aaron Wooldridge took the Chair and asked for nominations for Chairperson. 

Ollie Farrelly nominated Jennie Roche.     Accepted 

No other nominations. 

Moved: Ollie Farrelly        Seconded: Suzanne Reeves CARRIED 6/6 

That Jennie Roche be elected Chairperson of the Lake Grace Library Resource and Community 
Resource Centre. 

CONFIRMATION OF PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

Moved: Ollie Farrelly    Seconded: Aaron Wooldridge 

That the minutes of the Lake Grace Resource and Committee Resource Centre Management 
Committee Meeting held on 22 October 2025 be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 

  CARRIED 6/6 

BUSINESS ARISING FROM PREVIOUS MINUTES: 

MOU: Waiting on Education Department 



LIBRARY REPORT: 

Requested VDX books, and Accessioning are all up to date. I have just received a new Library book 
exchange. 

Our library exchanges, which consists of 27-30 new release books are very popular. I place them 
on a table, so people know that these are the new books. 

The school has just bought 20 new books from Larrikin House. Ten graphic novels and ten assorted 
junior fiction books. 

Term One has started and all the students are excited to visit the library, especially the 12 new 
kindergarten students. 

Pier Johnston, Junior Science teacher, will be doing new displays in the library this year 

Statistics since the last meeting: 

Oct 2025 Issues & Renewals   322 
Nov 2025 Issues & Renewals   361 
Dec 2025 Issues & Renewals   144 
Jan 2026 Issues & Renewals     99 
Feb 2026 Issues & Renewals    460 

CRC REPORT: 

All is going well with the CRC as we make our way into the new year. Tracey left us at the end of the 
year, and we have been looking for another staff member. 

The seminar room has been getting quite a few bookings for last month and this month with quite a 
bit of training happening.  We hosted a forklift workshop last week, have an Auschem at the end of 
the month and are organizing a HR truck driver training and assessment which will be happening at 
the end of May.  A piloting workshop is happening this week, and we have an Accidental 
Counsellor workshop happening on the 19th March; Jo Drayton is the presenter and she is fantastic 
so I would highly recommend. 

The Driver Reviver has been shifted, thank you to the Shire and we will be getting power connected 
this month.  It will also be getting put on blocks as this will become the vans permanent home. The 
van is looking a little sad and is in desperate need of a revamp, I have applied for a CBH grant to get 
a mural put on the van. 

Evelyn started Lego Club yesterday and she is at full capacity. An expression of interest will go out 
shortly for Rhyme Time. 

You may have seen the sheep, Thelma and Louise in the foyer; they are part of a Streets Alive grant 
which is targeting road safety.  I still have quite a bit to do on his project. As you would be aware, 
the crossroads are once again getting attention. 

The Mobile Service Centre is in Lake Grace today and tomorrow and is situated at the All Abilities 
Playground, an ideal opportunity for anyone to update their information or make a claim; whether 
it be for Centrelink, Medicare or NDIS. 

We had a baby snake in the photocopying room yesterday, a big thank you to Anton Kuchling for 
removing it. 



SEMINAR ROOM FINANCIAL REPORT: 

21/10/2025 - 4/3/2026

Seminar Room Hire Account Reconciliation: 
Balance of Seminar Room Account 21/10/25 $3,418.93 
28/10/2025 Deposit (Jul-Sept hire) $143.18 $3,562.11 
04/02/2026 Deposit (Oct-Dec hire)   $47.73 $3,609.84 
04/03/2026 Balance   $3,609.84 

Seminar Room Bank Account Statement Reconciliation: 
Balance of February 28th Bank Statement  $3,609.84 
Less Unpresented payments                $0 $3,609.84 
Plus Unrecorded deposits           $0         $3,609.84 

GENERAL BUSINESS: 

• Automatic Door: The Shire have a meeting on 26 March 2026, in which they will discuss the
automatic door and the progress to be made.

• All issues in and with the building (i.e: door locking, snakes etc.) to be reported to the
school.

• A community representative committee member to be advertised and filled by the next
meeting, 13 May 2026.

NEXT MEETING: 

Wednesday 13 May 2026, commencing at 11am at the Lake Grace Community Library. 

MEETING CLOSED: 11:23am 


	03 OCM 25 MARCH 2026 INFO BULLETIN
	25 MARCH 2026
	Ordinary Council Meeting
	INFORMATION BULLETIN
	ITEM 16.0 - ATTACHMENTS
	TABLE OF CONTENTS

	OCM 25 March 2026 Info Bulletin
	1. Infrastructure Services Report - March
	Road Maintenance Grading
	For the month of February 2026
	2025/26 Year-To-Date Grading by Month

	Plant Maintenance
	Plant Acquisitions
	Plant Repairs

	Building Construction & Maintenance
	Capital
	Maintenance
	Lake Grace
	Newdegate
	Lake King
	Varley
	Other


	Parks & Gardens Maintenance
	Lake Grace
	Newdegate
	Lake King
	Varley
	Pingaring

	Customer Service Requests

	2. Lake King Progress Association General MINUTES Feb 26
	3. Varley Progress Meeting Minutes Feb 26
	4. CCZ - Full February Minutes with Attachments
	20260213 CCZ Minutes (ID 877503)
	1. OPENING, ATTENDANCE AND APOLOGIES
	1.1. Opening
	1.2. Attendance
	1.3. Apologies

	2. DECLARATIONS OF INTEREST
	3. HOST COUNCIL PRESENTATION
	4. ANNOUNCEMENTS
	5. GUEST SPEAKERS / DEPUTATIONS
	5.1. Speakers for the February Zone Meeting
	5.1.1. Department of Lands, Planning and Heritage

	5.2. Speakers for the April Zone Meeting
	5.3. Speakers for the June Zone Meeting

	6. MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT
	7. AGENCY REPORTS
	7.1. Department of Local Government, Industry Regulations and Safety
	7.2. Wheatbelt Development Commission
	7.3. Regional Development Australia Wheatbelt
	7.4. Main Roads Western Australia
	7.5. CBH Group
	7.6. Department of Planning, Lands and Heritage

	8. MINUTES
	8.1. Confirmation of Minutes from the Central Country Zone Meeting held 21 November 2025
	8.2. Business Arising from the Minutes of the Central Country Zone Meeting held on 21 Novemer 2025
	8.3. Business Arising from the Central Country Executive Committee Meeting held on 3 February 2026
	8.3.1. Standing invites for Members of Parliament
	8.3.2. Zone Strategic Priorities
	8.3.3. Future Speakers for Zone Meetings


	9. ZONE BUSINESS
	9.1. Wheatbelt Freight Network Submission for Funding
	11.1 WALGA President’s Report
	9.2. Renewable Energy Planning Code
	9.3. Main Roads WA Speed Zoning Policy
	9.4. 2026 Regional State Council meeting – Shire of Pingelly
	9.5. 2026 Local Government Honours Awards
	9.6. Water Management Discussion Paper Update
	9.7. Consultation on Draft Climate Change Advocacy Position
	9.8. Disaster Ready Fund
	9.9. Draft Renewable Energy Planning Code
	9.10. Western Power Pole Top Fires and Network Response

	10. ZONE REPORTS
	10.1. Zone Chair Report
	10.2. WALGA RoadWise Report

	11. WALGA EXECUTIVE REPORTS
	11.1. WALGA President’s Report
	11.2. State Councillor Report
	11.3. Status Report

	12. WALGA STATE COUNCIL AGENDA
	12.1. Matters for Decision
	12.1.1. Aviation Advocacy Positions
	12.1.2. Other State Council Agenda items


	13. EMERGING ISSUES
	14. NEXT MEETING
	15. CLOSURE


	5. Roadwise Minutes 190226
	6. LG Library & CRC Committee Minutes MAR 26




