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14.5.3 WRITE OFF SUNDRY DEBTOR ACCOUNTS 

 
Applicant: Internal Report 
File No. 0276 
Attachments: Nil  
Author:  Ms Belinda Knight 

Deputy Chief Executive Officer 
 Disclosure of Interest: Nil 

Date of Report: 05 March 2019  
Senior Officer: Ms Denise Gobbart  

Chief Executive Officer 
  

Summary 
For Council to authorise the writing off of debtor accounts deemed uncollectable. 
 
Background 
The following sundry debtor accounts are deemed uncollectable: 
 

Debtor 
No 

Description Debt Collectors Reason for Write 
Off 

Amount 

DEB01 Rent 07/09/2014 – 
23/09/2015 plus utilities 

No avenue for recoup   $12,963.00 

DCK01 Rent 2012 – 2013 plus 
utilities 

Bankrupt estate – way paying off. 
No payments  since 06/2017  

$9281.19 

DTD03 Rent – 2011 – 2012 Unable to recoup $1,649.29 

  TOTAL $23,893.48 

 
Comment 
The Shire’s debt collectors have exhausted all avenues to recoup these costs, it is 
recommended they be written off. 
 
Legal Implications 
Local Government Act  
S6.12(c) Power to defer, grant discounts, waive or write off debts  

(1) Subject to subsection (2) and any other written law, a local government may —  
(a) when adopting the annual budget, grant* a discount or other incentive for the early 

payment of any amount of money; or  
(b) waive or grant concessions in relation to any amount of money; or  
(c) write off any amount of money,  

 which is owed to the local government.  
 * Absolute majority required.  

(2) Subsection (1)(a) and (b) do not apply to an amount of money owing in respect of rates 
and service charges.  

(3)  The grant of a concession under subsection (1)(b) may be subject to any conditions 
determined by the local government.  

(4) Regulations may prescribe circumstances in which a local government is not to exercise 
a power under subsection (1) or regulate the exercise of that power. 

 
Policy Implications 
Policy 3.8 – Outstanding Debtors  
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Debtors who receive goods and services from the Shire and do not pay in a prompt manner 
may be referred to debt collectors to recover debt except where there is an agreed repayment 
arrangement in place or it is known that the debt is unrecoverable. 
 
Objective: To ensure that outstanding accounts are collected in a timely manner.  
 
Guidelines: Local Government Act 1995 and Local Government (Financial Management) 

Regulations 1996.  
 
The following guidelines are to be followed for outstanding debtors:  

 End of month statements for outstanding debts to be sent out.  

 If payment outstanding at end of second month, final demand letter to be 
sent requesting payment within 15 days or the matter will be referred to 
Collection Agent.  

 If payment not received and/or suitable explanation given as to explain non-
payment, final letter sent advising matter referred to the Shire’s Collection 
Agent.  

 Contact Shire’s Collection Agent with details and proceed with action to 
recover debt.  

 Deputy Chief Executive Officer to assess cost effectiveness of collection 
process before deciding to proceed with action.  

 
A debt is considered unrecoverable where the whereabouts of the debtor is 
unknown or is a declared bankrupt. 

 
Consultation 
Internal: Denise Gobbart, Chief Executive Officer 
 
Financial Implications 
These debts, due to their nature have already been identified as doubtful debts, and as such the 
writing off of these funds will have no impact on operating accounts. 
 
Strategic Implications 
Shire of Lake Grace Strategic Community Plan 2017-2027 
Leadership – Strong governance and leadership, demonstrating fair and equitable 
community values. 
Outcomes  4.2 An efficient and effective organisation 

 4.2.1 Maintain accountability and financial responsibility through 
 effective  planning 

 4.2.2 Comply with statutory and legislative requirements 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required. 
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Recommendation/Resolution 
 

 
RESOLUTION 12957 
 
Moved Cr Hunt 
Seconded Cr Clarke 
 
That Council, pursuant to S6.12(c) of the Local Government Act 1995, write-off the following 
debtors: 
 

Debtor No Description Amount 

DEB01 Rent 07/09/2014 – 23/09/2015 plus utilities $12,963.00 

DCK01 Rent 2012 – 2013 plus utilities $9281.19 

DTD03 Rent – 2011 – 2012 $1,649.29 

 TOTAL $23,893.48 

 
CARRIED 7/0  
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14.6 COMMUNITY SERVICES  

NO MATTERS FOR CONSIDERATION. 

15.0 QUESTIONS OF WHICH DUE NOTICE HAS BEEN GIVEN 

 
Nil 

16.0 INFORMATION BULLETIN  

 

16.1 INFORMATION BULLETIN – MARCH 2019 

 

Applicant: Internal Report 
File No. N/A 
Attachments: Information Bulletin (under separate cover) 
Author: Miss Cheryl Cavanagh  

Executive Assistant 
Disclosure of Interest: Nil 
Date of Report: 11 March 2019 
Senior Officer: Ms Denise Gobbart 

Chief Executive Officer  
 

Summary 
The purpose of the Information Bulletin is to keep Elected Members informed on matters 
of interest and importance to Council. 
 
Background 
The Information Bulletin Reports deal with monthly standing items and other information of 
a strategic nature relevant to Council. 
 
Note: The Information Bulletin is an internal management document; therefore attachments 
are not for public information. 
Copies of other relevant Councillor information are distributed via email.  
Comment 
This month’s (March 2019) Information Bulletin Report has been emailed to Councillors. 
 
The March 2019 Information Bulletin attachment includes: 
 
Reports 

1. Council Status Report – March 2019 
2. Infrastructure Services Report – February 2019 
3. Monthly Schedules – January 2019 

 
Circulars, Media Releases & Newsletters  

5. WALGA Media Release – Requirements on Councillors Support Democracy – 14 
February 2019  

6. WALGA Media Release – Performance Proven with Local Government Monitoring 
Project – 19 February 2019  

7. WALGA Media Release – New Chief Executive Officer for WALGA – 21 February 2019 
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8. WALGA Infopage – Study into Remote Area Tax Concessions and Payments – 12 
February 2019  

9. WALGA Infopage – Draft Australian Standard 2927 released for public comment – 
storage and handling of liquefied chlorine gas – 28 February 2019  

10. WALGA Infopage – Western Power’s Access Arrangement for the period 2017 to 2022 – 
28 February 2019  

 
Legal Implications  
Nil 
 
Policy Implications 
Nil 
 
Consultation 
Nil 
 
Financial Implications  
Nil 
 
Strategic Implications 
Shire of Lake Grace Strategic Community Plan 2017 – 2027 
Leadership – Strong governance and leadership, demonstrating fair and equitable 
community values. 
Outcome  4.1 A strategically focused, unified Council functioning efficiently 

 4.1.1 Provide informed leadership on behalf of the community 
 4.1.2  Promote and advocate for the community and district 

 4.1.3  Provide strategic leadership and governance 
 

Outcome  4.2  An efficient and effective organisation 
 4.2.1 Maintain accountability and financial responsibility through effective planning 
 4.2.2 Comply with statutory and legislative requirements 

 
Voting Requirements  
Simple majority required. 
 
Recommendation/Resolution 
 

 
RESOLUTION 12958 
 
Moved Cr Stoffberg 
Seconded Cr Marshall 
 
That Council accepts the Information Bulletin report. 

CARRIED 7/0  
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17.0 CONFIDENTIAL ITEMS – AS PER LOCAL GOVERNMENT ACT S5.23 (2) 

 
Recommendation/Resolution 
 

 
RESOLUTION 12959 
 
Moved Cr Chappell 
Seconded Cr Stoffberg 
 
That Council meet behind closed doors at 5.20 pm to consider the following items: 

 17.1.1 Tender – RFT 2018-07 – Road Verge Clearing & Pruning Services 

 17.1.2 Tender – RFT 2018-06 – Storm Water Drainage Services 
in accordance with section 3.7 of the Shire of Lake Grace Standing Orders Local Law 2015, and 
section 5.23 (2)(c) of the Local Government Act 1995.  

     CARRIED 7/0  

 
These items and any attachments are confidential in accordance with Section 5.23(2)(c) of the 
Local Government Act 1995 as they contain “a contract entered into, or which may be entered 
into, by the local government and which relates to a matter to be discussed at the meeting”. 
 

Mr Clarke left the meeting at 5.20 pm and did not return. 
 

17.1 INFRASTRUCTURE SERVICES 

 
Cr Clarke declared a financial interest in item 17.1.1 Tender – RFT 2018-07 – Road Verge 
Clearing & Pruning Services with the nature of the interest being have done business with 
Wagin Earthmoving.   
   
Cr Stoffberg declared a financial interest in item 17.1.1 Tender – RFT 2018-07 – Road Verge 
Clearing & Pruning Services with the nature of the interest being Wagin Earthmoving use us for 
accommodation from time to time.    
 

Cr Clarke and Cr Stoffberg left the meeting at 5.22 pm. 
 

17.1.1 TENDER – RFT 2018-07 – ROAD VERGE CLEARING & PRUNING SERVICES 

 

 
RESOLUTION 12960 
 
Moved Cr Hunt 
Seconded Cr Marshall 
 
That Council, not accept any tender, due to concerns with the suitability of the Tenderer’s 
equipment given the lack of clarity in the scope of works issued in the tender documents. 
 

CARRIED 5/0 

 
Cr Clarke returned to the meeting at 5.25 pm.  
 
The Shire President read aloud the decision of council. 
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Cr Stoffberg declared a financial interest in item 17.1.2 Tender – RFT 2018-06 – Storm Water 
Drainage Services with the nature of the interest being Roamin Enterprises used us for their 
accommodation during their last stay.  
 

17.1.2 TENDER – RFT 2018-06 – STORM WATER DRAINAGE SERVICES  

 

 
RESOLUTION 12961 
 
Moved Cr Lloyd 
Seconded Cr Hunt 
 
That Council:  

1. Award Tender RFT 2018-06 Supply of Stormwater Drainage Services to Roamin 

Enterprises Pty Ltd, for the estimated hourly rate of $272 (Ex GST); 

2. Authorise the Chief Executive Officer to enter into negotiations with Roamin Enterprises 

Pty Ltd to: 

a. explore any other efficiencies this Tender may present; 

b. clarify critical assumptions; and 

c. Negotiate and contractual departures.  

CARRIED 6/0 

 
Cr Stoffberg returned to the meeting at 5.28 pm 
 
The Shire President read aloud the decision of Council for items 17.1.1 and 17.1.2.  
 
Recommendation/Resolution 
 

 
RESOLUTION 12962 
 
Moved Cr Chappell 
Seconded Cr Clarke 
 
That Council move out from behind closed doors at 5.29 pm.     

     CARRIED 7/0  
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18.0 DATE OF NEXT MEETING  

 

18.1 APRIL 2019 ORDINARY MEETING 

 
The next Ordinary Meeting of Council is scheduled to take place on Wednesday 17 April 2019, 
commencing at 3.00 pm at the Council Chambers, 1 Bishop Street, Lake Grace.  
 
Resolution 
 

 
RESOLUTION 12963 
 
Moved Cr Chappell 
Seconded Cr Clarke 
 
All Ordinary Meetings of Council shall commence at 1.30 pm effective from Wednesday 17 April 
2019. 

CARRIED 7/0 

 

19.0 CLOSURE 

 
There being no further business, the Shire President closed the meeting at 5.31 pm. 

20.0 CERTIFICATION 

 
I, Jeanette Francis De Landgrafft, certify that the minutes of the meeting held on the 20 March 
2019 as shown were confirmed as a true record at the meeting held on the 17 April 2019. 
 
 
 
_________________________   _______________ 
Shire President     Date 
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