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Disclaimer 
 

No responsibility whatsoever is implied or accepted by the Shire of Lake 
Grace for any act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during 
Council/Committee meetings or during formal/informal conversations with 
staff.  The Shire of Lake Grace disclaims any liability for any loss whatsoever 
caused arising out of reliance by any person or legal entity on any such 
act, omission or statement or intimation occurring during 
Council/Committee meetings or discussions.  Any person or legal entity who 
acts or fails to act in reliance upon any statement does so at that person’s 
and or legal entity’s own risk. 
 
In particular, and without derogating in any way from the broad disclaimer 
above, in any discussion regarding any planning application or application 
for license, any statement or limitation or approval made by a member or 
officer of the Shire of Lake Grace during the course of any meeting is not 
intended to be and is not taken as notice of approval from the Shire of Lake 
Grace.  The Shire of Lake Grace warns that anyone who has an application 
lodged with the Shire of Lake Grace must obtain and only should rely on 
WRITTEN CONFIRMATION of the outcome of the application and any 
conditions attaching to the decision made by the Shire of Lake Grace in 
respect of the application. 
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Minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory Committee Meeting held at the Newdegate Country Club, 
Newdegate, on 3 April 2025 at 4.00pm. 
 
1 OPENING & ANNOUNCEMENT OF VISITORS 
 
The Chairman, Anton Kuchling, declared the meeting opened at 4:07 pm.  
 
2 ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF COUNTRY 
Presiding member to read: 
 
I begin today by acknowledging the Ballardong people, Traditional Custodians of the land on 
which we meet today, and pay my respects to their Elders past, present and emerging. I 
extend that respect to Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander peoples here today. 
 
3 RECORD OF ATTENDANCE 
 

Members Delegate Y/N Deputy Y/N 

Councillor Cr Ross Chappell N Cr Anton Kuchling Y 
CBFCO Mr David Roberts Y Nil  
DCBFCO 
 

Mr Brad Watson 
 

Y Nil 
 
 

 

Senior FCO – West Mr Kevin Naisbitt Y Nil 
 
 

 

Senior FCO – Central Mr Peter Walker Y   

Senior FCO – East  Mr Hugh Roberts Y   

CESM Mr Ryan Sutherland Y Nil  

Lake Grace North BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Evan Wyatt N Mr Ross Chappell N 

Lake Grace South BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Scott Strevett N Mr Kevin Naisbitt Y 

Newdegate North BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Bill Lloyd N Mr Ian Lloyd N 

Newdegate South BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Geoff 
Richardson 

N Mr Wes Hall Y 

Newdegate Town BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Cal Tonkin Y   

Varley BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Ben Hyde Y   

Lake King - FCO x 1 Jason Sugg Y Mr Craig Newman N 

Mt Madden / Dunn Rock BFB - FCO x 1 Mr Anthony Teale Y Mr Lindsay 
Brownley 

Y 

 
Other Attendees on attendance sheet. 
Amanda Giles, FCO. 
Kylie Armanasco, Administration and Records Officer. 
 
APOLOGIES: 
Alan George, CEO. 
Aaron Wooldridge, Deputy CEO. 
Scott Strevett, FCO. 



Shire of Lake Grace Bushfire Advisory Committee Meeting 3 April 2025  

 
 

Scott Ball, FCO. 
Bill Lloyd, FCO. 
Ian Lloyd, FCO. 
David Townsend (A/Area Officer, DFES). 
Maria Lee (A/Regional Operations Manager, DBCA). 
Ethan Giacomel (DBCA). 
 
4 MINUTES OF PREVIOUS MEETING 
 

 
4.1 BUSINESS ARISING FROM THE MINUTES  
 
An update will be provided by relevant responsible person for each item. 

 
Meeting 

Date 
Brigade / 
Report Title 

Details of Required 
Action 

Resp 
Officer Current Status Action 

Completed 
17/10/2019 Service Medals Medals to ordered for 3 

members. Ceremony to 
be organised.  

Doug 
Dunham, 
Brad Watson 
and Cr 
Chappell to 
coordinate 
the event 
with the 
CEO. 
 

Medals 
arrived, at the 
Shire.  
 
FCOs to 
decide who 
get medals. 
 

Completed. 

02/07/2020 Radio 
communication 
issues 

Ongoing liaison 
regarding tower 
location. 

DFES GS/ 
Operational 
Communicati
ons 

FCO Sugg 
recommended 
contacting 
Western Power 
and WAPF 
regarding use of 
their antennas. 

Ongoing 

BFAC Resolution 01/2025: 
 
That the minutes of the Bush Fire Advisory Committee meeting held on 15 October 
2025 be confirmed as a true and accurate record. 
 
Moved: Ben Hyde 
Seconded: Anthony Teale 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required.  



Shire of Lake Grace Bushfire Advisory Committee Meeting 3 April 2025  

 
 

2022 Shire BFB Life 
Membership 

A plaque/board is to be 
established in the Shire 
Office. BFBs will provide 
endorsement about life 
membership. 
 
 

CBFCO/CESM Initial 
discussion.  
 
Criteria: 
CBFCO/DCBFCO
/FCO/Captains 
extended or 
exceptional 
service. 
 
Timber board to 
be established 
at the Shire 
office. 
 
A shire magnet 
Name Badge or 
small trophy 
suggested. 

Ongoing. 
 
CESM: Shire 
of Lake Grace 
Bush Fire 
Brigade Local 
Law 
(December 
2015) sets 
out the 
process for 
honorary life 
membership.1 

17 Oct 2023 BFBs to have 
Meetings 

CBFCO Roberts 
requested that all BFBs 
need to have meetings 
to engage the 
community with local 
FCOs. 
 
A guest speaker be 
sought to present to 
Brigades.  

Captains WhatsApp 
groups setup 
and are used. 

Ongoing 

15 Oct 2024 BFAC 
Resolution 
03/2024: 
Adoption of 
training 
schedule 

Delivery of Firefighting 
Skills and Bushfire 
Safety Awareness 
training. 

CESM/Captai
ns 

Training 
delivered at 
Lake King and 
Varley BFBs. 

Ongoing 

15 Oct 2024 BFAC 
Resolution 
05/2024: 
Requirement of 
members to 
complete 
training 

Requirement of existing 
volunteers to complete 
Firefighting Skills and 
Bushfire Safety 
Awareness within 24 
months. 

CESM/ 
Captains  

Notification 
letters sent to 
69 registered 
volunteers. 

Ongoing 

 
1 Bush Fire Brigades Local Law, 4.5: An honorary life member may be appointed “the bush fire 
brigade may by a simple majority resolution…in recognition of services by that person to the bush fire 
brigade.” 
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15 Oct 2024 BFAC 
Resolution 
06/2024: 
Farmer 
Response 
Brigades to 
complete 
training. 

All Farmer Response 
members yet to do so, 
are to complete Rural 
Fire Awareness within 2 
months. 

CEO/ 
CBFCO/DCBF
CO/CESM 

Notification 
letters sent to 
38 registered 
volunteers. 30 
remain non-
compliant. 
CBFCO/DCBFCO 
and CESM 
liaising. 

Ongoing 

15 Oct 2024 BFAC 
Resolution 
07/2024: 
Review of Bush 
Fire Brigade 
Operating 
Procedures. 

Document to be 
reviewed and issued to 
all volunteers. 

CESM/ 
BFAC 

First draft 
completed and 
submitted 26 
March 2025 for 
BFAC 
consideration. 

Ongoing 

15 Oct 2024  BFAC 
Resolution 
08/2024: 
Volunteer 
induction 
package. 

To include the Bush Fire 
Brigade Local Laws, 
Bush Fire Brigade 
Operating Procedure, 
Work Health and Safety 
obligations. To be made 
available to members. 

CESM In draft, and to 
be made 
available in 
paper and 
eForm. 

Ongoing. 

15 Oct 2024 Minutes 14.3.4: 
Online 
Permitting 

The Shire investigate 
online permitting. 

Shire/ 
CESM 

Examples 
investigated: 
City of 
Wanneroo 
(Permit to set 
fire to the bush 
| Permit to set 
fire to the bush)  
 
Shire of 
Northam 
Request for 
Permit to Set 
Fire to the Bush 

Ongoing. 

 
5 REPORTS  
 
5.1 CHIEF BUSHFIRE CONTROL OFFICER  
 
The Chief recognised the efforts of volunteers particularly as it was a busy start to 
the harvest season; however, the season as whole was not severe. It was noted that 
it is frustrating to see responders not complying with personal protective equipment 
(PPE) requirements, as well as there being some high-risk behaviour. This included 
the riding on the back of trailers and, in instances, utes. However, an improvement in 
the use of PPE and safer behaviour was noted as the season progressed.  
 

https://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/FirePermitApplication
https://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/FirePermitApplication
https://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/FirePermitApplication
https://www.wanneroo.wa.gov.au/FirePermitApplication
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/97ed604fc5a2475080446354fd9cb21c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/97ed604fc5a2475080446354fd9cb21c
https://app.smartsheet.com/b/form/97ed604fc5a2475080446354fd9cb21c
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The Chief thanked and recognised DCBFCO Brad Watson and FCO Bill Lloyd for 
their longstanding commitment and efforts. The Chief also thanked FCO Ross 
Chappell as the outgoing Council representative of BFAC. 
 
5.2 DEPUTY CHIEF BUSHFIRE CONTROL OFFICER 
 
The Deputy Chief recognised FCOs Peter Walker and Kevin Naisbitt for their efforts 
over the fire season; despite the season not having any significant incidents. The 
Deputy Chief also reported on the joint pre-season meeting of the Lake Grace North 
and South Brigades, recognising the efforts of the captains and members who 
attended. This was a good turn out and provided an opportunity to issue uniforms, 
which can be stepped up in preparation for the next fire season.  
 
5.3 BRIGADE CAPTAINS 
 
5.3.1 Lake Grace North BFB (Farm Response) 
 
Per DCBFCO report. 
 
5.3.2 Lake Grace South BFB (Farm Response) 
 
Per DCBFCO report. 
 
5.3.3 Lake Grace Town BFB 
 
Nil.  
 
5.3.4 Newdegate North BFB (Farm Response) 
 
Combined report with Newdegate Town and South. Improved safety compliance, 
including more present use of PPE and less riding on the back of utes and trailers 
was noted during the fire season. FCOs Wes Hall and Ian Lloyd were recognised for 
their assistance and leadership. 
 
5.3.5 Newdegate South BFB (Farm Response) 
 
Per Newdegate North BFB report. FCO Wes Hall added that attendance at the pre-
season meeting is important for the issuing of PPE. Members need to be 
encouraged to attend. 
 
5.3.6 Newdegate Town BFB  
 
Per Newdegate North BFB report. 
 
5.3.7 Varley BFB 
 
A training session was held in February 2025, and this went well with attendance 
from the Brigade and neighbouring BFBs. 
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5.3.8 Lake King Town BFB 
 
Equipment Officer Sally Hennessey was recognised for her effort coordinating the 
distribution of PPE. There was a notable incident at Arkle Farms, and this was well 
responded to. There was an opportunity to use the Fast Fill Trailer. It is encouraged 
that each FCO be provided a handheld UHF radio. 
 
5.3.9 Mount Madden/ Dunn Rock BFB (Farm Response) 
 
The Brigade had a beneficial meeting prior to the fire season. There has been 
communication issues regarding scheduled maintenance and service to WAERN 
radios fitted to vehicles.  
 
6 DEPARTMENT OF FIRE AND EMERGENCY SERVICES 
 
Report attached (Attachment 1 – not for public distribution). 
 
7 DBCA PARKS & WILDLIFE SERVICE 
 
Report attached (Attachment 2). 
 
8 COMMUNITY EMERGENCY SERVICES MANAGER 
 
Report attached (Attachment 3). 
 
Upper Great Southern Training Calendar attached (Attachment 4). 
 
The CESM advised of correspondence from DBCA to Shire of Lake Grace outlining 
prescribed burning activities planned for Lake King Unclaimed Crown Land (UCL) 
and Silver Wattle Hill and Dragon Rock Nature Reserves during April and May 2025. 
 
9 NOMINATIONS FOR ROLES 
 
All roles were declared vacant and nominations were received.  
 
9.1 NOMINATION FOR AND ELECTION OF PRESIDING MEMBER 
As per the Terms of reference, BFAC members are to appoint a presiding member. The 
presiding member can be any of the members of the committee.  
 

Presiding Member 

Nominee: Ben Hyde 
 
 
9.2 NOMINATIONS FOR FIRE CONTROL OFFICERS 
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9.2.1 NOMINATIONS FOR FCO 

 
The presiding member to call for nominees to the role of Bush Fire Control Officer. 
 

Fire Control Officers 
District: Name: Call Sign: 

Lake Grace North Brad Watson Lake Grace North 12 
 Evan Wyatt Lake Grace North 11 
Lake Grace South Kevin Naisbitt Lake Grace South 22 
 Scott Strevett Lake Grace South 24 
Lake Grace Town Chad Stanton Lake Grace VFRS Captain 
 Anton Kuchling Lake Grace VFRS Lieutenant 
Newdegate North Ian Lloyd Newdegate North 32 
 Aaron Guelfi Newdegate North 35 
 Dean Rintoul Newdegate North 36 
 Craig (Bob) Shalders Newdgate North 38 
 Peter Walker Newdegate North 39  

(Lake Grace Deputy) 
Newdegate South Geoff Richardson Newdegate South 42 
 Wes Hall Newdegate South 44 
 Dwight Ness Newdegate South 40 
Newdegate Town Callan Tonkin Newdegate Town1 
Lake King/Varley Ben Hyde Varley 52 
 Craig Newman Varley 53 
 Scott Ball Varley 51 
 Hugh Roberts Lake King 57 
Lake King Town Jason Sugg Lake King 54 
Varley Town Ben Hyde Varley 52 
Mt Madden/Dunn Rock David Roberts Mt Madden 60  

(Lake Grace Chief) 
 Lindsay Brownley Mt Madden 62 
 Anthony Teale Mt Madden 63 
 Amanda Giles Dunn Rock 72 
 Rhys De Landgraft Dunn Rock 70 
 Tyson De Landgraft Dunn Rock 71 
Shire of Lake Grace Ryan Sutherland CESM Lake Grace 
 Craig Elefsen  Infrastructure Manager 

Legal Implications 
 
S.38. Local government may appoint bush fire control officer 

 (1) A local government may from time to time appoint such persons as it thinks necessary to be 
its bush fire control officers under and for the purposes of this Act, and of those officers shall 
subject to section 38A(2) appoint 2 as the Chief Bush Fire Control Officer and the Deputy 
Chief Bush Fire Control Officer who shall be first and second in seniority of those officers, 
and subject thereto may determine the respective seniority of the other bush fire control 
officers appointed by it. 

 (2A) The local government shall cause notice of an appointment made under the provisions of 
subsection (1) to be published at least once in a newspaper circulating in its district. 
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 Steven Ball Lake Grace Ranger 
 
9.2.2 NOMINATIONS FOR CBFCO & DCBFCO 

 
The presiding member to call for nominees to the role of Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
(CBFCO) and Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer (DCBFCO).  
 

Chief & Deputy Bush Fire Control Officers 

Role Nominee Callsign 

CBFCO David Roberts Lake Grace Chief / LG Chief 

DCBFCO  Peter Walker Lake Grace Deputy / LG Deputy 
 
9.2.3 NOMINATIONS FOR SENIOR FCO  
 
The presiding member to call for nominees to the role of Senior Bush Fire Control Officer. 
 

Senior Bush Fire Control Officers 

Senior Fire Control Officer - West Kevin Naisbitt 

Senior Fire Control Officer - Central Callan Tonkin 

Senior Fire Control Officer - East Hugh Roberts 
 

Legal Implications 
 
S.38. Local government may appoint bush fire control officer 

 (1) A local government… …shall subject to section 38A(2) appoint 2 as the Chief Bush Fire 
Control Officer and the Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer who shall be first and second 
in seniority of those officers, and subject thereto may determine the respective seniority of 
the other bush fire control officers appointed by it. 

 (2A) The local government shall cause notice of an appointment made under the provisions of 
subsection (1) to be published at least once in a newspaper circulating in its district. 

 



Shire of Lake Grace Bushfire Advisory Committee Meeting 3 April 2025  

 
 

9.2.4 NOMINATION OF FIRE WEATHER OFFICERS  
 

Fire Weather Officers & Deputies 

Defined District Part:  Zones 1 and 2  Zones 3 and 4 Zones 5, 6 and 7 
Fire Weather Officer: Brad Watson Peter Walker David Roberts 

Deputy Fire Weather Officer: Kevin Naisbitt Calan Tonkin Anthony Teale 
 

Legal Implications 
 
Bush Fires Act 1954 (WA) 
A Fire Weather Officer may authorise a person who holds a permit to burn, to carry out that burn if 
the fire danger forecast is “catastrophic”, “extreme”, or “high”. 
 
38. Local government may appoint bush fire control officer 

 (8) An approved local government may appoint to the office of fire weather officer such 
number of senior bush fire control officers as it thinks necessary. 

 (9)  Where more than one fire weather officer is appointed by a local government the local 
government shall define a part of its district in which each fire weather officer shall have 
the exclusive right to exercise the power conferred by subsection (17). 

 (13)  The local government shall give notice of an appointment made under subsection (8) or 
(10) to the FES Commissioner and cause notice of the appointment to be published at 
least once in a newspaper circulating in its district and the FES Commissioner shall cause 
notice of the appointment to be published once in the Government Gazette. 

    (17)  A fire weather officer of an approved local government …, may authorise a person who 
has received a permit under section 18(6)(a), to burn the bush … notwithstanding that for 
any day, or any period of a day, specified in the notice the fire danger forecast issued by 
the Bureau of Meteorology in Perth, in respect to the locality where the bush proposed to 
be burnt is situated, is “catastrophic”, “extreme”, or “high”, and upon the authority being 
given the person, if he has otherwise complied with the conditions prescribed for the 
purposes of section 18, may burn the bush. 

The Shire of Lake Grace received approval in accordance with Bush Fires Act 1954 (WA) section 
38(8) on 19 December 1958 to appoint Fire Weather Officers. This now includes up to four Fire 
Weather Officers and up to four Deputy Fire Weather Officers. As such, in accordance with 
subsection (9), the Shire may define up to four parts of its district in which each fire weather officer 
shall have the exclusive right to exercise the power conferred by subsection (17). 
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9.2.5  Acceptance and Resolution 

 
9.3 NOMINATION OF AUTHORISED OFFICERS  
 
9.3.1 Officers Authorised to issue Cover and Proclaimed Plant Burning Permits  
Authorise the following persons, under s.24 of the Act, to issue clover and proclaimed 
plant burning permits in conjunction with the closest available Fire Control Officer to 
the person making the application: 

 

Officers Authorised to issue Cover and Proclaimed Plant Burning Permits 

Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
Chief Executive Officer 
Community Emergency Services Manager 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple majority required. 
 
 
9.3.2 Bush Fire Control Officers Authorised to issue Harvest & Vehicle Movement 

Bans  
Authorise the following bush fire control officers, under r.38A of the Bush Fire 
Regulations 1954, to prohibit the or operation of any engines, vehicles, plant or 
machinery during the prohibited burning times or restricted burning times, or both, 
where the operation of such machinery is, in the opinion of the officer, likely to cause 
a bush fire, or would be conducive to the spread of a bush fire: 

BFAC Resolution 02/2025: 
 
That the Bush Fire Advisory Committee nominates to the CEO for the 2025/2026 
bush fire season the persons listed as successful nominees in the Minutes of this 
meeting to be appointed to the positions of: 

• Presiding Member 
• Fire Control Officers 
• Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
• Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
• Fire Weather Officers 

 
The Committee expressed its appreciation and recognition to departing DCBFCO 
Brad Watson for his service. 
 
Moved: Anthony Teale 
Seconded: Wes Hall 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required.  
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FCOs Authorised to issue Harvest & Vehicle Movement Bans 
(in order of seniority) 

Chief Executive Officer 

Chief Bush Fire Control Officer 
Deputy Chief Bush Fire Control Officer(s) 
Community Emergency Services Manager 

 
Voting Requirements: 
Simple majority required. 
 
9.3.3 Authorised Officers - Acceptance and Resolution 
 

 
10 GENERAL BUSINESS 
 
10.1 Membership Check/ Updates 

• Brigade lists will be available to be reviewed after the BFAC meeting. 
• Please notify the CESM to remove the name of any member whose 

membership requires cancellation from a brigade. 
 

10.2 Firebreaks and Asset Protection Zones 
BFAC consider the adoption of Asset Protection Zones (AZP) to be enforced under 
Bush Fires Act 1954 (WA) section 33, creating a defendable space adjacent to 
buildings. This acts a break against fire spread as well as defensive base from which 
firefighting can occur.  
 

BFAC Resolution 03/2025: 
 
That the Bush Fire Advisory Committee nominates to the CEO that the roles listed in 
the Minutes of this meeting to be appointed to the positions of: 

• Clover and Proclaimed Plant Burning Permits Authorised Officers; and 
• Harvest & Vehicle Movement Ban authorised officers. 

 
Moved: David Roberts 
Seconded: Anthony Teale 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required. 
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10.4  Bush Fire Brigade Operating Procedures 

 
10.5 Harvest and Vehicle Movement Guide Checklist 
 
The Committee sought that the Shire create a HVMB Checklist to assist in 
determining the terms and conditions of a HVMB. This document be reflected as a 
public guide to assist with enquiries about what activities are and are not allowed 
during a HVMB. Specific clarification is sought from the CESM regarding: 

• The closure of roadways during a HVMB; and, 
• Guidance on activities involving seed cleaning. 

 
 
 
 
 

BFAC Resolution 04/2025: 
 
Asset Protection Zones are required around each residence, inhabited structure, or 
structure which is a place of work. An APZ is to consist of a 3-metre area around the 
structure with: 

• Grass no higher than 100 millimeters; and, 
• Fine Fuels: combustible dead vegetation matter less than 6 millimetres in 

thickness reduced to and maintained at an average of two tonnes per 
hectare. 

 
Moved: Brad Watson 
Seconded: Jason Sugg 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required. 
 

BFAC Resolution 05/2025: 
 
The Bush Fire Brigade Operating Procedures were tabled, and the Committee carry 
these for consideration at the next meeting of the Committee.  
 
The Committee endorses the banning of firefighting personnel riding on trailers.  
 
Moved: David Roberts 
Seconded: Anthony Teale 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required. 
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10.6 Lake Camm Bush Fire Brigade (Farmer Response) 
 
10.7 General Business 
 
10.7.1 Esperance Communications 
 
Committee members requested the CESM contact Esperance Communications 
regarding servicing and maintenance coordination. 
 
10.7.2 Personal Protective Equipment 
 
The Committee discussed the importance of registered volunteer firefighters 
attending pre-season meetings to ensure they appropriately equipped with PPE. The 
Committee discussed the prioritisation of existing members for PPE fitting, and 
identified different PPE, including overalls, which can be made available. 
 
10.7.3 Training  
 
The Chief advised all FCOs to consult with the CESM about their training 
requirements and current training needs. 
 
10.7.4 HVMB Declaration 
 
The Chief outlined that when declaring HVMBs during Total Fire Bans, HVMBs will 
be declared by zone as opposed to Shire-wide at once. This is in accordance with 
the discretion provided by Bush Fire Regulation 1954 (WA) regulation 24C(2). 
 
The Deputy Chief encouraged that FCOs ought not be complacent by relying upon 
the use of weather stations. The use of kestrels to sanity-check the fire behaviour 
index and weather station readings was encouraged. The following FCOs were 
identified as requiring kestrels: 

• Aaron Guelfi 
• Callan Tonkin 
• Anthony Teale 
• Jason Sugg 

BFAC Resolution 06/2025: 
 
A Farmer Response Bush Fire Brigade, known as the Lake Camm Bush Fire 
Brigade, be formed consisting of farmer response volunteer firefighters who reside 
north of Lake King - Norseman Rd. 
 
Moved: David Roberts 
Seconded: Anthony Teale 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required. 
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10.7.5 UHF Radios 

 
11 MEETING CLOSED 
 
The meeting was declared closed at 6:15PM. 

BFAC Resolution 07/2025: 
 
The Committee endorse that it be mandatory that all firefighters attending fires be 
equipped with a UHF radio. 
 
Moved: Hugh Roberts 
Seconded: Brad Watson 
 
Voting Requirements 
Simple majority required. 
 



 

  
 

OFFICIAL 

Report for Lake Grace Shire BFAC Meeting April 2025 

Bushfires 

We have had 31 bushfire incidents in the DBCA Wheatbelt Region this season to date that 

have required DBCA reporting. Header fires requiring water bomber activation and lightning 

are the main causes of bushfires. Total number of fires has increased again due to the 

presence of water bombers in the region during harvest 

12 of the 31 bushfires have occurred in the DFES Upper Great Southern Region and none in 

the Shire of Lake Grace.  

 
Bushfire Mitigation 
 
Dragon Rocks Nature Reserve 

The burn in the most SW corner of the reserve, was scrub rolled in Autumn 2023 along the 

perimeter. The other burn in the centre of the reserve was burnt out by bushfire in January 

2024. 

Silver Wattle Nature Reserve 

We are scrub rolling 40 metres around the perimeter of the reserve and then burning it to 

provide a fuel reduced buffer. A section either side of the Holland Track will be retained as 

well as some woodlands on the northern boundary. 



 
 
 

1 
 
 

Bush Fire Advisory Committee Meeting – 03 April 2025 
Report – Community Emergency Services Manager – Lake Grace 

 
 
 
 
Fire Season 2024 – 2025 

A strong effort has been made by the Brigades and the FCO leadership group over 
the season, particularly in response to numerous incidents around Newdegate early 
in the season. This has included working with neighbouring shires, including the 
Shires of Dumbleyung and Katanning, which have been grateful for the assistance 
and leadership provided.  
 
Seasonal statistics are available to review. These include: 

• Current active operational members: 373. 

• 37 recorded incidents for FY24/25 to 06 March. This is versus 27 for the same 
period in FY23/24, representing a 37% increase. 

• 55 brigade attendances for FY24/25 to 06 March: 
o against 37 brigade attendances for the entirety of FY23/24. 
o Newdegate BFBs brigade attendances were 30 of 55 for FY24/25. 

• Estimated area lost during this season: 95Ha (versus 155 Ha in FY23/24) 
 
Unregistered (Spontaneous) Volunteers 

• There were several spontaneous volunteers reported as attending fires 
managed by the Shire; however, we have recruited some of these people. 

• The Shire relies heavily on FCOs to ensure that all personnel on the fire 
ground are managed and recorded for. Challengingly, this includes the 
attendance of unregistered volunteers. 

• The Shire maintains a responsibility for the safety of unregistered volunteers 
when they are working in collaboration or under the instruction of BFBs or 
FCOs. 

• All people on the fire ground need to have training and adequate PPE or 
firefighting clothing.  

• If any FCO is uncomfortable about any person or behaviour on the fireground, 
as an officer appointed by the Shire, you have the power to ask that person to 
follow instructions or leave. 

 
Fire Season 2025 – 2026 
Appointment of Fire Control Officers 

• Following endorsement from BFAC and FCO appointment by the Shire, FCOs 
will find that the appointment letter sent out has changed. 

• The letter has been changed so that the Shire can allocate FCO’s powers 
based upon each FCO’s prior experience and training. 

• The CEO, as the delegated authority to appoint FCOs, may choose which 
powers an FCO receives and this decision will be made with support from the 
CBFCO, DCBFCO and CESM. 

• Appointed FCOs will need to sign and return a copy of the appointment letter 
to the Shire to demonstrate that they understand what powers they are 
allowed to use. 

 
 
 
 



 
 
 

Funding and the Local Government Grant Scheme 
Financial Year 2025 – 2026: 
The Shire has finalised a submission to the Local Government Grant Scheme for 
funding for FY25/26. The Shire was awarded $120,000 for FY24/25; however, has 
initially been offered $107,410 for FY25/26. The Shire has requested a revised offer, 
of approximately $153,000 seeking extra funding to bolster PPE distribution. 
 
Capital Grants FY24/25: 
The Shire has $8,000 of LGGS capital grants funding available for the purchase of 
one fast fill trailer for Lake King BFB. Some of this funding has been allocated 
elsewhere in liaison with the Brigade and leadership, however we can still apply this 
to other projects if there are suggestions. 
 
Personal Protective Equipment  

• The Shire has ordered 40 sets of level 1 trousers and pants for FY24/25, as 
well as 200 half-face respirators and 200 googles. Additional PPE purchases 
will likely be made as we close out FY24/25. 

• As we approach Autumn now is the time to replace or issue PPE as required, 
please encourage members to contact your local Equipment Officer: 

o Bek Dunkeld, Newdegate Brigades; 
o Sally Hennesey, Lake King/Mount Madden/Dunn Rock Brigades. 
o Alternatively, please contact the CESM or Shire Administration to 

organise a time for PPE fitting or collection. 
 
Training 

• Courses are available across the Upper Great Southern, these are free and 
provided by DFES and St John Ambulance for First Aid training. 

• Accommodation and catering (where needed) is funded for any training 
attendance. 

• Courses in Firefighting Skills, Bushfire Safety Awareness, Rural Fire 
Awareness and Fire Control Officer can be coordinated locally within the Shire 
on request by volunteers. Volunteers are also invited to attend training with 
the Shires of Kent and Lake Grace. 

 
 



2025 Upper Great Southern - Volunteer Training Calendar 
 

Course name Start date End date Location 

 

First Aid – ALL YEAR ROUND – Via Public Courses or Via TSO or Area Officer / District Officer 

3 MARCH LABOUR DAY 

7 AND 8 MARCH WAGIN WOOLORAMA - 8 MARCH STATE ELECTION 

Casualty Transfer Systems 07-Mar-2025 17:00 07-Mar-2025 22:00 Hyden VFES 

Manage Injuries 08-Mar-2025 08:00 09-Mar-2025 17:00 Hyden VFES 

Pump Operations 15-Mar-2025 08:00 16-Mar-2025 17:00 Kulin VFRS 

Fire Control Officer (FCO) 18-Mar-2025 08:00 18-Mar-2025 17:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

AIIMS 2017 29-Mar-2025 08:00 30-Mar-2025 17:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

Bushfire Safety Awareness (Blended) 01- Apr 2025 18:00 01-Apr-2025 22:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

Bushfire Safety Awareness (Blended) 03 Apr 2025 18:00 03-Apr-2025 22:00 Boddington BFB 

Structural Firefighting 05-Apr-2025 08:00 06-Apr-2025 17:00 Narrogin VFRS 

(ROAC) Regional Operational Advisory Committee 17th April 

12 APRIL TO 27 APRIL SCHOOL HOLIDAYS & EASTER WEEKEND 

Breathing Apparatus Draeger PSS7000/Entry Control Officer 

(ECO) 
03-May-2025 08:00 04-May-2025 17:00 Narrogin VFRS 

Storm & Water Damage Operations Ground 03-May-2025 08:30 03-May-2025 17:00 Pingelly SES 

Storm & Water Damage Operations Roof 04-May-2025 08:30 04-May-2025 17:00 Pingelly SES 

Storm & Water Damage Operations Roof Safety System 04 May 2025 08:30 04-May-2025 17:00 Pingelly SES 

Bushfire Safety Awareness (Blended) 07 May 2025 18:00 07-May-2025 22:00 Kondinin VFES 

11 MAY MOTHERS DAY 

Firefighting Skills 17-May-2025 08:00 18-May-2025 17:00 Kulin VFRS 

Casualty Transfer Systems 16-May-2025 17:00 16-May-2025 22:00 Wagin VFRS 

Manage Injuries 17-May-2025 08:00 18-May-2025 17:00 Wagin VFRS 

Advanced Bush Firefighting and Crew Leader 23-May-2025 17:00 25-May-2025 17:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

2 JUNE WESTERN AUSTRALIA DAY 

Bushfire Safety Awareness (Blended) 04 Jun 2025 18:00 04-Jun-2025 22:00 Williams VFRS 

Road Crash Rescue (RCR) 07-Jun-2025 08:00 08-Jun-2025 18:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

Off Road Driving 14-Jun-2025 08:00 15-Jun-2025 17:00 Hyden VFES 

Emergency Driving 14-Jun-2025 07:00 15-Jun-2025 17:00 
Koolinup Emergency Services 

Centre 

HAZMAT 21-Jun-2025 08:00 22-Jun-2025 18:00 Dumbleyung VFRS 

Storm & Water Damage Operations Ground 21-Jun-2025 08:00 21-Jun-2025 17:00 Wagin SES 

Storm & Water Damage Operations Roof Safety System 22-Jun-2025 08:00 22-Jun-2025 17:00 Wagin SES 

Storm & Water Damage Operations Roof 22-Jun-2025 08:00 22-Jun-2025 17:00 Wagin SES 

5 JULY TO 20 JULY SCHOOL HOLIDAYS 

Bushfire Safety Awareness (Blended) 02 Jul 2025 18:00 02-Jul-2025 22:00 Dumbleyung VFRS 

Firefighting Skills 26-Jul-2025 08:00 27-Jul-2025 17:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

Sector Commander 26-Jul-2025 08:00 27-Jul-2025 17:00 Narrogin Regional Office 

Structural Firefighting 02-Aug-2025 08:00 03-Aug-2025 17:00 Brookton VFRS 

Casualty Transfer System 08-Aug-2025 17:00 08-Aug-2025 22:00 Pingelly VFRS 

Manage Injuries 09-Aug-2025 08:00 10-Aug-2025 17:00 Pingelly VFRS 

On Road Driving 16-Aug-2025 08:00 17-Aug-2025 18:00 Kondinin VFES 

AIIMS 2017 23-Aug-2025 08:00 24-Aug-2025 17:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

AFAC / WAFES 26th to 29th August 

3 TO 4 SEPTEMBER NEWDEGATE FIELD DAYS 

7 SEPTEMBER FATHERS DAY 

SES Team Leader 13-Sep-2025 08:00 14-Sep-2025 17:00 Narrogin SES 

Bushfire Safety Awareness (Blended) 17 Sep 2025 18:00 17-Sep-2025 22:00 Wagin VFRS 

Road Crash Rescue (RCR) 20-Sep-2025 08:00 21-Sep-2025 17:00 Brookton VFRS 

Firefighting Skills 20-Sep-2025 08:00 21-Sep-2025 17:00 Boddington BFB 

Emergency Driving 23-Sep-2025 07:00 23-Sep-2025 17:00 
Koolinup Emergency Services 

Centre 

Off Road Driving 04-Oct-2025 08:00 05-Oct-2025 17:00 Williams VFRS 

Ground Controller 08-Oct-2025 16:00 08-Oct-2025 22:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

Incident Controller Level 1 Volunteer 17-Oct-2025 17:00 19-Oct-2025 17:00 Narrogin Training Facility 

Breathing Apparatus Draeger PSS7000/Entry Control Officer 

(ECO) 
25-Oct-2025 08:00 26-Oct-2025 17:00 Pingelly VFRS 

NOTES: 

• Participants need to register prior to attending courses - Please seek approval from your Captain or Manager prior to 

registering for courses on eAcademy  

• Technical assistance can be provided by contacting the Regional Office on tso.uppergreatsouthern@dfes.wa.gov.au 

• All courses are subject to change date or location. Please check eAcademy for the latest information. 

• Extra courses can be added through your BGU to the Area Officer OR District Officer if the BGU have identified a need. 

mailto:tso.uppergreatsouthern@dfes.wa.gov.au


First Aid Training Courses (FREE) 
St John Ambulance 

Location  Date Time 

Dumbleyung SJA Sub Centre Tuesday, 18 March 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Lake Grace SJA Sub Centre Tuesday, 29 April 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Narrogin Baptist Church Wednesday, 16 April 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Narrogin Baptist Church Thursday, 15 May 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Narrogin Baptist Church Monday, 9 June 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Wagin SJA Sub Centre Thursday, 5 April 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Wagin SJA Sub Centre Saturday, 14 June 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 

Williams SJA Sub Centre Thursday, 3 April 2025 8:30AM – 4:30PM 
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